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Let not him that eateth, pon > him that eateth not; and let 
not him which. cateth not, judge him that eateth———}Pho 
art thou that judg udgeſt another Man's Servant ? to his own 
er he Kunde 

d in his own Mind, Rom. 14. 3, 4, §. 


per, 
I will take no Man's Libert of Judgment from hint, 
| ſhall any Man take ine ff from me, I will think no May 


Meaſure I mete to others, I expect from them again. Chil- 
hagwarth's Religion of Proteſtants, Se. p 37S 


Y he wk Man, nor the worſe Chriſtian, I will love no| 
| Man the leſs, for differing in pinion from me. And what| 
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BOOKSELLER 


TO THE . 


RE ADE R. 


1 Find bis. Rr agreed, that $2 


3 managing an Argument in the Form 
' of a Dialogue, has this Conveni- 


ence, that it allows more Freedom, and 
gives Advantage for impreſſing ſome 


things, which common Readers would 
not ſo readily take notice of in a conti- 


| nued Diſcourſe. But then the Liberty that 


is uſually talen io make the Manager of 
2 Debate on one fide ridiculous, by put- 

ing ſuch Mords into his Mouth as will moſt 
ex 975 him, and fo beſt ſerve the purpoſe 
25 Mener, by gromg him Opportunity 


#0/ Triumph, Has been a grand Objeftion a- 
gainſt this Method. | 


I am imſorm d by competent Judges, who 
bave carefully read over this Performance, 
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5 The Bookſeller to the Reader. 
aud who would baue been far from encou- 
raging the Publication of is, if they had | 
found it juſtly liable to a Cenſure of this 
Nature, that as different as Mens Palates . 
are, ſuch .a Complamt as thit need K. 
much feartd in the preſem Caſs. For that 

though tis plain enough, the anonymous 
Author is a Diffenter ; yet the Diſcourſe 

in which he perſongtes his Neighbour who 

is warm enough for. the Epabliſb'd Church, 

is very natural, and ſuch as may be met 

with in every Day's Conver/ation. Aud 
this Conſideration, together with the Hope, 
that inſtead of inflaming Differences, it 
may contribute to the promoting Modera- 
tron, has not a title encourag'd the Publi- 
„ 


By an hearty Lover of Peace 


And good Neighbourhood. 
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Good Morning to you Neighbour: I re- 
ioice to find you in Health, and hope all 
your Family are well. e 
Mon. I bleſs God; Sir; we are all well 
here; but you can't imagine how much I ant 
a e the better for ſeeing you at my Houſe. Pray 
do me the Honour to walk in; you may depend on a hearty 
Welcome. — LE 904102, 
Con. I thank you; my Friend, fot your Civility; and to tell 
you the Truth, Lam come out on putpoſe to have a little of your 
Company. I fear indeed, that I am too early to be ſeaſonable, 
but my Buſineſs is of conſequence; and | could not be eaſie be- 
fore 1 had told you what is in my Thoughts. 205 
Non. When I ſaw you firſt, I ſuppoſed that ſainie thing more 
than ordinary had occafioned your Morning's Walk: that 
as it will, your Company can never be unſeaſonable; and 
therefore there's no need of an Apology.” But, good Sir, what 
is it that has brought you here ſo early? For I am as impa- 
tient to know as you an be to tell me. Ne 
Con. You may be aſſur'd I have nothitig in view in this Vi- 
fit but the Good of my Friend; and yet to be plain; I am not 
without Apprehenſions, that what I have to ſay will be diſa- 
8 to you; and it will ttouble me not a little, fhould any 
Diſcourſe of mine diſpleaſe a Perſon J have ſo great a Kind- 
esd for.. 4! itt us 70 | 1 H 
Non. Pray don't be concern'd oti that ſcote; you oblige ine 
beyond meaſure; by giving me a * in yout good — 
e | | A 


* 
% 


* 3 
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. Lay-NoNCONFORMITY juſti tied. / 


and ſhould I take any thing amiſs, when my Advantage is aim- ö 
ed-at, this would be Ingtatitude, which I hope, I ſhould blyſh | 
to be guilty of. I defire you would ſpeak your Mind with 
Freedom. CRAM. R 

Con. Preſuming then upon your taking all in good part, 1 
will, without farther Ceremony, tell you my Errand. I have 
obſerv'd for many Months paſt, that you have not been at ur 
Pariſh-Church, where for ſeveral Years you gave a conſtan 45 

Attendance. Why you abſented I could net conjecture; nei- by 

ther did Funderſtand the true Reaſon 1 Veſterday; whe f 

one told me, to my very greg Surprize, that yau were gro 

a Presbyteriaz, and always Went to a Conventicle: This I aſ- 
vu ſure you has troubled me exceedingly. What, will you change 

[1 your Religion; leave the way into which you were Baptized, 

_. and in which you were Educated? Will you prefer a Barz to 

! the Church; turn your back upon your own Miniſter, and run 

after an illiterate Intruder? , Will you break the Peace of the 

Church and Nation; draw upon you the Guilt of a damning 

Schiſin, and cut your ſelf off from the Body of Chriſt, and all 
this for a Humour? Let me beg you, for God's ſake, to 
conſider the matter, and to return to the Church again. | 
Non. lown my felf much engag'd-to you for your kind 17 5 
Concern. However, I fancy you are a little warm on this 
Occafion, and diſcover more Heat than there is a Neceflity 

for. I know the Prejudicer of Education are very great; and 

that Party Zeal is apt to carry a Man beyond Bounds. I have 

found it by Experience, and therefore can make Allowances 
for the Tranſport you ſeem to be fallen into. But, if it might \ 

not be offentive, I would deſire you to ſpeak with Calm- 

neſs and Moderation; and I will give you the beſt Satisfaction 

as to my Conduct that I am able. | I. 

Con. Satisfaction! this is more than can be expected; for I f 
am confident had you confider'd the Caſe ſeriouſly you would 
never have left our Communion. | | ; 
Mon. Your Thoughts are your own; and you may reckon 2x 
me raſh, inconſiderate, humorſome, or what you pleaſe ; but 
I muſt tell you, (whether you will credit it or no) what I have | 
dons is not without the greateſt Deliberation; as I hope will 5 
appear, when the Secrets of my Heart, and the Springs of my 
Actions ſhall be made manifeſt ; and I believe I can give you 
verygood Reatons for leaving the Church of England, and join- 
ing with the Diſſenters. ene ol 

Con. Well, Friend, ſince you are ſo forward with your f 
Reaſons, pray what have you to ſay for changing your Religion? | 
8 be glad to hear any thing that looks like a Reaſon for 
that. 5 a een He 5 


Nou. 
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_ Lay-Noxconronttirry juſtified. - 3 
Non. Change of Religion, Sir! my Religion is the ſame as 
formerly; and it does not a little ſtartle me, to hear a Gentle- 
man of your Senfe and Learning ſuggeſt the contrary.” I was 
ever a Chriſtian and Proteſtant, and hope by the Grace of God 
to continue ſo to the end; and you may as well ſay, that be- 
cauſe you wear a Peruke and I none, and your Hat is lac'd'and 
mine plain, therefore we are a different Species of Creatures, 
as that becauſe our Sentiments are not in every reſpect the ſame, 
therefore we are of different Religions. Don't Charchmen and 
4 worſhip the fame God, believe in the fame Saviour, 
look for all their Aſſiſtances from the ſame Spirit of Grace; 
and are they not in their Regeneration made Partakers of the 
ſame Divine Life? Don't we take the ſame Scriptures to be 
the Rule of our Faith and Practice? Have we not the fame Hap- 

ineſs in proſpect? Are we not travelling to the fame heavenly 
untrey, in the ſame way of Holineſs and Obedience? And 
v ould not ours be the ſame Religion, tho' our Modes of 
orſhip are not in every Particular the ſame? | 
Con. Come, we will for this time let that paſs. If you have 
not chang'd your Religion, you can't deny but you have left 
the way into which you were Baptized, and which you were 
4 bt ap in from your very Cradle; and what, I wonder, can 
© Kid for this? *. | | ah 
Non. I believe I was Baptized by a Miniſter of the Church of 
England; but that I was Baptized into that Church, as you would 
infinuate, I never apprehended. *. We are not (ſays a late Pre- 
ate ) Baptized into this or that particular Opinion, nor re- 
te ceived into a particular Church, but into the Belief of the 
« Goſpel, and into the Church of God in general.” Which I 
take to be a ſufficient Anſwer to that part of your Charge. As 
for the other thing you mention, I am at no loſs for a Reply 
to it. Should you be diſputing with a Jew, Mabometan or Pa. 
piſt, and perſuading him to embrace the Reform d Religion; if 
he told you his Parents were never of that way, and that he 
reſolv'd to continue of the ſame Profeſſion he was bred up in, 
would you not look upon this as very poor Reaſoning ? and why 
will you urge the ſame in my Cafe? I would pay as much De- 
ference to my Parents as any Man living; but had I no other 
reaſon for being of this or that Perſuaſion, than that my Father 


and Mother were ſo, I ſhould look upon it as bad as none. 


Con. But the publick Churches are Places Canſecrated for re- 
ligious Worſhip ; whereas your Meeting-Houſes had never any 
Confecration ; and many of them are put to ordinary and com- 
mon Uſes: This is a Prejudice againſt your Way I ſhould ne- 
ver be able to get over, and I admire how you can. 


* — 8 


* Biſbop atrick f Aqua Genitalis, ar the * bis Menſa Myſtica, P. 413, N. 


N i"; % Laden juflifed | 
— Non. As to the Conſecration of Churches, there being na 
Form of it in our Liturgy, I can lay, but little to it. But 


it Biſhop Laud's way of elm wy t. Katherme Creed 


Church be followed now, 2:z. by the ſhop's falling down 

n his Knees at his firſt Entrance, pronouncing the Place 
Holy, taking up ſome of the, Duſt, and throwing it ſeveral 
times into the Air, bowing frequently towards the Commu; 
pion-Table, going round the Church in Ca ag) progoun. 
cing Curſes: on t oſe that ſhould prophane it I muſt 
conteſs I can't much like it, being too ſuper —f to have 
my good Opinion. But. not to inſiſt any longer on this, I 
have a few Things to offer in Relation to the Head we are 
upon 

10 Many of the Piſſenting Meeting · Honſes are ſet a · part for 

ivine-Service, and never put to any other Uſes; and abun- 
15 of them are Places of as much Decency as moſt of your 
Pariſh-C barches. 

. 2. If any of them are made to ſerve other Purpoſes, beſt des 
that of Religious Worſhip (as on ſome Occafions they may) 1 
ſee no Reaſon I haye to be out of Love with them on 2 
Account, þecayſe I remember what qur Saviour ſaid. 

Hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor Lg - 
Jeruſalem Worſhip bt Father. But the true Worſhippers ſhall 
Worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth, for the Father . 
ſuch to Fos him, John 4. 21, 23. Men are bid to Pray eve 

ry where, 25 Chriſt the great Maſter of Aſſemblies hath 
promiſed where #wo or three gre gathered together in my Name, 
there. am I in the midſt of them, FI 18. 20. 


3. Qur Saviour and bis Apoſtles had no fixed Places for their 


Religious Services; but met in Pri ate Houſes, 4 &c. as they ſaw. 


moſt conyenient. 

4. The Primitive Chriſtians often Aſſembled in Heat , Deſerts, 
157 or Inns, as Opportunity reſented; and when there were 
ſettled Places for their ſolemn Devotion (as there War in times 
of Peace and Tranquillity) they ateibnteg no Holineſs to 
them *. 

c 5. There were no Conſecrated Temples for the Three firſt 

enturies f. 

6. Moſt of the Pariſh: . in England have had no other 
than Popsſp Conſecrations ; ſince which they have been defiled 
by Sap % tion and Idolatry, which our ing of Pies, never 
were ; 90 that if you inſiſt on the —— of da believe 


X —— 4 to „ Welwood" s Memoirs, p. 275. 

n Ey apavTi TT @, 1 Tim. 2. 8. 

* See, Enquiry into the Cvrifeirarien, Diſcipline, Unity and Worſhip of the * tive 
church, Part 2. Chap. 7 


L Mr. J zmes Owens . of the Canſecration of Altars, &. Chap. 6. 
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Lay-NoNConFORMITY 7u/tified. 5 
we have more to ſay for ours, than you have for yours, tho? 
one have had the Formality of a Conſecration (ſuch a one as it 
is) and the other not. | | | | 

7. May I in all my Religious Services be found Sincere and 
Upright with God, and then where ever I pay my Homage to 
him, I make no Queſtion but I ſhall be accepted. The Place 
of Worſhip (I mean whether it be this or that) is undoubt- 


- edly an Indifferent Circumſtance, and that which commends 


one rather than another is the Conveniency, not the Sanctivy 
of it. e PONY | 1 

» Cox, Well, let us have no more of this now. I am 
free to give up the Point which I mentioned only by the by. 
Its a plain Caſe you have turn'd your Back upon your Mini- 


fier, and deſerted the Paſtor who was lawfully ſer over you; 


vindicate your ſelf in this if you are able. 

Non. I perceive you and I are like to differ very much in 
our Sentiments; but I hope it ſhall be amicably. With regard 
then to what you have laſt mentioned, I apprehend it will be 
ſufficient to ſay. 

1. According to the Method and Conflitution of the Church 
of England Miniſters can't be ſaid to be of the People's Choo- 

Te a Patron preſents a Perſon, and he gets his Inſticuti- 
on and Induction, let him be who or what he will, Sober or 
Scandalous, qualified or unqualified, the Pariſh muſt receive 


him, and I don't fee how they are able to help themſelves. 


2. As to your Miniſter, I never choſe him for mine, you 
know very well he was brought in againſt the Conſent, and 
(which is worſe) to the great Diflatisfattion of abundance of 
the Pariſhioners, and I make no icruple to tell you F was one 
of them, . 6 | ' 

3. Tho? I am far from pretending, that I or any of the 
Laity are the proper Judges who are fit to be ordained to the 
Work of the Miniſtry ; and have no Intention to ſay any 
thing of the Power of Civil Governors, and Parrons to deter- 
mine what Miniſters ſhould have the Pz4{c& Countenance, 
and enjoy the Tyrhes and Temples:; yet I look upon it as my 
undoubted Right to put my Soul under the Conduct of ſuch a 
Spiritual Guide as I have Reaſon to think will be molt faithful 
and conſcientious, and by whoſe Labours I may expect to 


. reap the moſt Advantage. No one pretends to order What 


Phyſician I "ſhall call to my Aſſiſtance, when my Life is in 
Danger, nor-what Lawyer I ſhall make uſe of, if my Eſtate is 
in Hazard; and why I ſhould not have the ſame Liberty in 
choofing my Miniſter as I have in the other two, I could never 
ee « Renton It ſeems to me very plain from the Neu- 
Teſtament, that the Body of the Church are to be concerned in 
jhe EleQion pf thei Officers, This is certain after the ok | 

ul 


: 6 Lax-Noxcorrox rr juſtified. 
ful Apoftacy and Tragical End of Jadas, all the Diſciples o 
the Number of about an Hundred and Twenty Perſons met 
together to fill up that Vacancy. A@s 1. 5. Sc. And at the 
Choice of the Seven Deacons ' which we read of Ads 6. the 
faithful being called to aſſemble themſelves, agrerd upon the 
Perſons they thought moſt proper, and preſented them to tbe 
Apoſtles, who after having pray'd to God, laid their Hands 
on them. In the Primitiue times, Paſtors were always choſen 
by the Suffrage of the People“. And I have read that all 
Chriſt's Churches for 300, yea 1000 Years made expreſſed Cou- 
fent neceſſary J. And why ſhould it not be ſo now, as well 
as then? Indeed your great Dr. Srillingfleet has thought fit to 
advance, that the Right of the People to chooſe their Miniſters 
might be paſſed away; and that this hath been done by their 
Conſent, and upon good Conſiderations *. But I am fatis- 
fed with what the famous Monſieur Claade ſays, © That the 
Faithful can never, without a Crime, deprive ibemſelves (to 
give it into the Hands of another) of that care God that has 
*« commanded them to have over all the External means they 
4 make uſe of for the procuring of their Salvation . 
- Cox. Suppoſe you are allowed your Claim, muſt you there- i 
fore leave a Miniſter, whoſe Orders you allow to be valid and «©? 
regular, and Encourage Men to ſet up for Preachers who had | 
never any Orders at all? © ty ny | 7 
Non. I perceive, Sir, that the Perſons from whom you have 
your Information concerning the Dyſſexters, have led you into 
a very great Miſtake in this particular. You may depend up- 
on it, none of the Presbyzerian Miniſters pretend to Adminj-, \ 
fler the / Sacraments, or to take the charge of Congregations 
without Orders. As to the Miniſter I hear, I my ſelf was 
preſent at his Ordination, and therefore can ſpeak with the 
greater Aſſurance on this Head. Tt 1 L 
Con. Since you would venture to go to a Meeting at all, I 
am not Sorry you were there at that time; becauſe I ſhould 
be glad to know ſomewhat of the manner of Diſſenting Ordi- 
nations; for I doubt their Management is very indifferent on 
ſuch Occaſions. 5 Nen 1; 4 70 
Non. Had you been preſent when I was, I dare believe F- 
vou would have been of another Mind; for I think I never: 
law any thing perform'd with more Devotion and Solemnity. 


Their way is (after a Candidate has been examined in the Vs 
3 ITE 1 2 ll 8 

vid. Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. Part 1. p. 63.---65. where you havs the 4 
Manner of Flecting a Biſhop when: the Pariſh or Biſbopric was vacant thro the Death, is 
of the Incumbent---Du Pin' Bib. Pat. Vol. . f. 182, . | 4 3 
I Baxter' Defence of the Plea for Peace, p. ult. | \ 


VUnreaſonableneſi of Separation, p. 328. 
47 Defence. of the Reformation, Part 4. J. 75. 
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Lav*NoNcoNnFORMITY juſtiſed 7 
earned Languages, Philoſophy, Niuiniey, &c. and Preath'd 
or ſome time (chat Miniſters and People may have a T riahof 
is Abilities) to appoint a Day of ; Faſting and Prayer. The. 
People being aſſembled, and a propet Pſalm or Hymn Sung 
one of the Miniſters: rays. hen he has done, another E 
tertains the Congregation with 4 Sermon ſuited to the Oc 
on; ſetting forth (we will ſuppoſe) the Digrity and 
zzxce of the Miniſterial Office, the worth of Souls, the Difhcul- 
zies a Miniſter | muſt. expe to meet with, his Obligartm to 
Diligence and Fidelity in his Work, the great Charge he Un- 
dertakes, the Account which will another Day be demanded 
from him, how glorious his Reward: will be, if he adquits 
hiinſelf well in bis holy Calling; or ſome other Things as 
ſhall.be thought moſt convenient and ſeaſonable. The Dif- 
courſe being ended, he Addreſſes himſelf to the Perſon to be 


 Ordain'd ; deſires him to give an Account of his Faiah in 


Chriſt Jeſus, and his Perſuaſion of the Truth of the Reformed 
Religion according to the Scriptures. Asks what his Intentions 
and Eds are-in defiring to enter into this facred Office; Whe- 
ther he will be diligent in Praying, Reading, Meditation, Preach- 
ing, Ad;ainiftring the Sacraments, Diſcipline, and doing al M 
miſterial Duties towards his Charge; Whether he will be Zea- 
lows and Faithful in maintaining the Trutͤb of the Goſpel, and 
Unity of the Church againſt Error and Scbiſm. If he will be 
carciul that Himſelf and Family be wnblamable, and 
tothe Floh; be e all 1 y bent Meekneſs of Spi- 
rit to ſubmit to the Aamonitiom of his Brethren, and the Diſcr- 
line of the Church, and if it be his Reſolution to continue in his 
1 againſt all Trouble and Perſecution. The Candidate na- 
ving made a full Confeſſion of his Faith, and given particular 
Anſwers to the ſeveral Queſtions propoſed to him (being on 
his Knees) one of the Senior Miniſters, in a Solemn Prayer, 
recommends him to the Grace of God, ſeveral others joining 
with him in ee of Hands. This done, an Exhortation 
is given to the Perſon Ordain'd. Thanks are return'd to God 
for, all his Mercies, and the Aſſembly is diſmiſs'd. Thus Sir 
was this Atfair managed at the time I ſpeak of, and this is 
the common way of Ordaining among the Diſſenters . Pray 
what have you to object againſt ir? | 
Cor. I have nothing to ſay againſt the Method, had the Per- 
ſous who pretend to Ordain MF authority to ſet Men a- part 
for the Work of the Miniſtry ; The want of this, Spoils the 
whole, and makes the Proceſs you have mention'd, a ſolemn 
Mocking with God Almighty. Epiſcopal is undoubtedly the 


— __ — 


wt. 


| * See the Directory for Ordination. EIT 
en. 
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83  Lav-Noxconrenmary juftifed, 
"only valid Ordination, and its impoſſible for you to prove any) 
other to be ſo. HAVE eee eee | 
Non. That Epiſcopat Ordination is valid, I am not about 
to deny; but that 1 other is ſo, is à Point 1 muſt ſee wel! 
prov'd before 1 aſſent to it. In the mean time that Precby- 
tert have a Right to Ordain, I am well ſatisfied, on the fol- 
lowing'Grounds, vx. "3 3s x 
1. have carefully conſulted, the New-Teftament, and can Tt 
find there any Difference between a Biſbop and Presbyter; but 
it ſeems very plain to me, that the Perſons called by theſe 
Names, were of the very ſame'Order and Office. St. Paul 
writing to the Philippians, ditects his Epiſtle to all the Saints in 
Chr: Heer ar Philippi, wirb tbe Bi -v and Deacons, Chap. 1. 1; 
Had there been any Presbyzers diſtin from Biſbops, undoubt- 
ly theſe would have been mentioned as well as the other: 
. The ſame Apoſtle giving Directions to Titut about the Or- 
daining Elders or Presbyters in every City of Crete, tells him, 
that they muſt be ſuch as are blameleſs: And then gives this 
Reaſon for*t, for @ Biſhop (ſays he) muſt be blameleſs, Tit. 1. 7. 
Now unleſs the Biſhop and Presbyter was the ſame, the Apo- 
ſtle's Reaſon is Iuconciuſive; which ought not to be charged on 
a Writer divinely inſpir'd. Again, we are told that St. Paul 
being at Melotus, ſent for tlie. Presbyters of the Church; and 
beſpoke them thus, Take heed therefore to your ſelves, and to all 
the Flock over which the Holy Goof hath made you Overſeers, or 
(according to the original Word) Biſbops *, Ads 20. 28: 
heſe Scriptures, and ſome others which I could mention 
were there Occaſion, ate a ſufficient Proof, that the Names 
were then Common, and your own Divines Acknowledge as 
much as this comes to 5 But this is not all I contend for; 
it being as plain in my Opinion, that the Office of the Biſhop 
and Presbyter was the ſame likewiſe: This I am convinced 
of from the Exhcttation of St. Peter to the Presbyters of the 
ſcattered Fews. 1. Pet. 5. 2. Feed the Flock of God which is a- 
mong you (ſays he) taking the Overſight thereof, &c. or as the 
Greek Word ** ſignifies, acting the part of Biſhops. Now if 
Presbyters were to perform thoſe Duties in the Church which 
belong to the Epiſcopal Office, without doubt they were intruſt- 
ed with the Epiſcopal Power. And that they did perform theſe : 
Duties in the Primitive Times, a celebrated Author (now 1 
my Lord Chief - Juſtice King) has aſſured us. „ Bi 0 
„ (ſays he) Preach'd, Baptiz'd, and Confirm'd, ſo did a 
« Presbyter. A Biſhop Excommunicated, Abſolved and Ot- 


_ TY 


* Brioworee, f Dr. Whitby's Annetat, on Tit. 1. 7. Mr, Hoadly's Defence of | 
Epiſcopal Ordination, Chap. 2; . | 
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« gained, ſo did a Presbyter ; whatever the Biſhop did, the ſame 
« did a Presbyter; the only Difference that was between them 
<<. was in Degree, but this proves there was none at all in 


Order.“ If Presbyters then are Scriptural Biſhops (as 


from the Texts before cited it 7 they are) then the Di. 
ſenting Miniſters have Epiſcopal Ordination, as well as yours, 
. are as regular and valid Miniſters of Chriſt as any of 
them. , | | 

2. As in Scripture Biſhops and Presbyters were the ſame ; ſo 
in the firſt Ages thoſe they called Biſhops were no other than 
the Paſtors of particular Congregations, ſuch as our Incumbents 
are, who have Curates and Lecturers to aſſiſt them: So that 
ſuch a Diocęſan Epiſcopacy as we have now in the Church of 
England, was unknown to the Chriſtians of thoſe Days. A 
the People of a Dioceſs did every Lord's Day meet in one 
Place, to celebrate Divine-Service, they had but one Com- 
munion-Table, were all preſent at Church Cenſures, and no 
Offenders were reſtored again without the Conſent of the 
Whole Church. At Ordinations the H/hole Body of the People 
were preſent; and upon the Death of a Biſhop or Paſtor they 
all met in one Place to fill up the Vacancy ; as they did to 
manage Church-Affairs when there was Occafion. That in 


the Primitive times there was no other fort of Biſhops than 


ſuch as I have laſt mentioned has been abundantly proved by 
ſeveral whoſe Arguments I could never yet ſee anſwered, and 
I believe never ſhall}. | 

3. Timothy was Ordain'd by the laying on of the Hands of the 
Presbytery, Tit. 4. 14. Had it been ſaid by the Hands of the 
Epiſcopate, you would have Triumph'd as having Demonſtra- 
tion on your ſide, and (as it is;exprefſed now) you mult give 
me leave to reckon it ſo on ours, unleſs you can produce 
better Reaſons to the contrary than any I have yet met 
with. | 
. 4. My next Argument ſhall. be in the very Words of the 
Learned Dr. Calamy, * The Ends of Ordination, viz. the 
« ſetting Men a- part to the Office of the Miniſtry, the Re- 
„ commending a Man ſolemnly to the Grace of God, for 
« Afiſtance in the Diſcharge of his Duty, the preventing an 
e Intruſion into this ſacred Office, by unquality'd Perſons, 
* the conciliating a Man that Meaſure of reſpect in the 
* Church as is neceſſary, in order to his being uſeful in his 
„ Miniſterial Capacity; are as effectually anſwered where Seni- 
* or Presbyters Ordain, as where Dioceſan Biſhops are the 
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« Perſons that Officiate *. This Argument (taken with o- 
„ thers) I think has conſiderable weight in it. | 

5. I am fully ſatisfied that God has remarkably bleſsd the 
Diſſenters Miniſtry to the Converfion, Edification and Sal- 


vation of a Multitude of Souls; and if St. Paul inſiſts on 
this, as a ſufficient Atteſtation of his being ſent by God (as 


he does, 2 Corin. 3. 3.) why ſhould not the ſame Conſiderati- 
on be mentioned in the Caſe of thoſe whoſe Miſſion I am 


' pleading for ? Beſides, to ſuppoſe that God does ordinariſy 


own Perſons whom he never ſex, is to infinuate, as if he 
himſelf contributed to the ſubverting Order, and Ty 
ounte- 


nance to. : | | 
6. If Presbyterian Ordination be Ixvalid, how can any 


Clergy- man in England pretend to rue the Validity of his 
'own Orders. To do this, he mu 


be aſſured, that the Per- 
ſon who Ordain'd him, was Ordain'd by a B:fop, and the 
ſame of that Biſhop, and thus muſt he run the matter back as 
far as the Apoſtles Days; and if he can't make out an :#- 
zerrupted Succeſſion (which I dare believe is deſpair'd of) he 
is neither able to ſatisfy himſelf, nor his Hearers of his being 
an Authoriz'd Miniſter of Chriſt. 

7. The Pradice of your own Biſhops and Clergy in more 
Inſtances than one is a Virtual owing the Ordination I am 
-Vindicating. Ha'n't ſeveral Divines of the Church of Exg- 
land, joined in Communion with Presbyterian Congregations, 
and received the Sacrament from the Hands of Presbyterian 
Miniſters, while they lived abroad in other Countries? and 
would they have done this, if they had not believed (what 
they made no ſcruple to declare as their Judgment) that they 
were true Churches and Miniſters? Don't all your Clergy (ex- 
cept a few of the High-flying Stamp, who have Reaſon to be 
aſham'd of their abſurd and ſchiſmatical Principles, and have 
the Mortification to find ſcarce any weak enough to be their 
Converts) admit Diſſenters to the Lord's-Supper without fo 
much as mentioning their being Rebaptiz'd? And what Ac- 
count can be given of their Conduct in that Point upon 
Suppoſition that they reckon their Baptiſm a meer Nallity, as 
they mult if they think their Ordination to be ſo, unleſs they 
will allow the Laity an Authority to Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, and join with the Author of the Rights, T&F. in le- 
velling the Prieſthood, and ſapping the Foundations of their 
own Order ? | 


* Defence of Mod. Noncon. part, 1. p. 117,--- 
i Sce Mr, James Pierce's Sermon Preacl*d at Exon, May 5. 1714 where the 
Argument of Sueceſs is urg'd with great Advantage. | 
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8. I dare not be ſo uncharitable as to Uncharch all the F- 
reign Proteſtants ; which I apprehend is the Conſequence of 
denying the Validity of Presbyterian Ordination, for it's plain 
their Miniſters never had any other *. | 
9. If the Ordination I am pleading for is unwarrantable, it 
mult be, becauſe God has ſomewhere or other ſignified it as 
his Mind, that Presbyters ſhould not aſſume ſuch a Power to 
themſelves, but leave it to a Superior Order of Miniſters ; 
and if he has thus ſignified his Mind (which I could never 
yet ſee made appear) then Presbyterian Ordination muſt be 
flatly ſinful as being a Contradiction to. Chriſt's Will and 
Appointment, and if it be flatly Siaful, it will be ſo, even in 
Caſes of Neceſſity ; which Doctrine (ſays Biſhop Srillingfleet) I 
_ _ ſome Confidence aſſert to be a Stranger to onr Church of 

ngland f. | 

10. In the 23d Article of the Church (if you obſerve it) 
Ordination is not confined to Biſbops diſtinct from Pres- 
ters; it only ſays, © Thoſe we ought to judge lawfully cal- 
* led and ſent, which be choſen and called to this Work by 
«© Men who have Public Authority given, unto them in the 
* Congregation, to call and ſend Miniſters into the Lord's 
« Vineyard”. This (ſays the late Learned Biſhop of Sarum) 
7s — in very general Words far from that magiſterial Stiffneſs in 
which ſome have taken upon them to dictate in this Matter. The 
Article does not reſolve this into any particular Conſtitution---They 


. who drew it, had the State of the ſeveral Churches before their 


Eyes, which had been differently Reformed. And in another 
place (ſays his Lordſhip) The general Words in which this part 
of the Article is framed, ſeem to have been deſigned on parpoſe 
wot to exclude them t, viz. the Foreign Churches. To all that 
I have ſaid, give me leave to ſubjoin, that our firſt Reform- 
ing Biſhops owned the Ordination I am defending, and con- 
feſſed Epiſcopacy to be only a Prudential Conſtitution. Cran- 
mer, Jewel, Whitaker, Bilſon, with many other eminent Men 
and Martyrs, were of this Mind **, and (as the Reverend 
Mr. Withers has obſerved) © the contrary Notion was intro- 
e duced by the Laudean Faction, and chiefly ſupported at this 
% very time by Dr. Hicks and Mr. Le/ly, who are the Heads 
“ and Oracles of the Non jurant Clergy” ft. Theſe Reaſons, 


(and ſeveral others which might be ſuggeſted, was there time 


to debate the Matter more fully) convince me, that Presy- 
terian Miniſters are true Miniſters of Chrilt. And to be free 
with you; when 1 hear your Clergy allowing the Validity 


* Truth Try'd, &c, Part 1. flrenicum, p. 276. 
t Expoſirton on '39 Articles, p. 257. 259. 
Fee Stillingfleet*s Irenicym, Chap, 8, Qwen's Plea, &c. Chap. 10. 
t Trum Im d, i 118, | 
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of Orders given by Pop:fþ Biſhops, who are Maintainers of 
corrupt Doctrine, Enemies to the Faith, and Haters of the ve- 
ry Name of Proteſtant; who derive their Power from the 
Pope, whoſe very Office is a treaſonable age > of Chriſt's 
Prerogative, and is call'd by the Church of England her ſelf 
Antichriſt *; the manner of whoſe. Ordination js ſo unſcriptu- 


ral and ſuperſtitious, and who areordain'd to an Office, which 


is one of the groſſeſt Pieces of Idolatry in the World; I ſay, 
when I hear your Clergy pleading for theſe, and think with my 
ſelf, that ſuch Prieſts upon their Renunciation of Popery are 
admitted to officiate in the-Church without zew Orders, when 
Proteſtant Divines (Men of eminent Piety, and capable of do- 
ing very great Service) can have no ſuch Benefit, and for no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe they never had a Biſhop's Hand up- 
on. them; this is what I can't but be much griev'd at: And 
muſt tell you farther, that what I have laſt mentioned, is 
reckoned by ſome of the beſt of your own Communion, very 
little for the Credit of the Church of England; and you may 
be ſure, Diſſenters look upon it (and who can blame them) as 
a laſting Reproach on the Conſtitution you ſo much boaſt of. 
Con. I profeſs you are a Champion for the Party; and had I 
thought you were prepar'd to make ſo good a Defence I would 
have come better provided. However, when I ſee our Parſon 
next, I deſign to ask him for an Anſwer to the ſeveral Argu- 
ments you have propounded. In the mean time let us proceed 
to ſomething elſe. Suppoſe your Miniſters: have a valid Or- 


dination, which is what you have been diſputing for, I hope 


you don't pretend that they have thoſe learned Accompliſhments 


which the Clergy of our Church are generally furniſhed with. 


The famous Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, undoubted- 
ly afford ſuch Advantages as can't be expected in a more pri- 
vate Education; and I am ſure thoſe of the Separation muſt 
yield to the Eſtabliſhment in this reſpect. 1 

Non. That there are a great Number of learned and worthy 


Miniſters in the Church all the World muſt acknowledge. We 
own it to your Honour; and it is ſo far from raiſing our En- 
vy, that we wiſh there were many more who deſerved fo good 


a Character. But you muſt not be offended, if I ſay, 

7. I think abundance of the Countrey Clergy have no great 
reaſon to boaſt of their Furniture; and I would not have you 
look upon it as any Diſparagement to.the Church if I tell you, 
] believe the Diſſenting Miniſters (take them one with another) 


are as well qualified for the Seryice they are devoted to, as 


, 


thoſe who attend her Altars. 
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21. It is allowed that the Univerſities have Advantages ſu 
rior, in many reſpe&s, to our private Schools, But I believe 
Holland and North-Britain (where many of our Miniſters have 
been educated) produce as conſiderable Men as Oxfordor Cam- 
bridge; and that the Tators of our Diſſenting Academies at home, 
don't want Abilities for the Service they engage in. I my 
ſelf, when a young Man, liv'd in a place where-there was an 
Academy kept, and had contracted. a particular Intimacy with 
ſome who were Students there; by whom I was aſſured that 
they were taught the very ſame Parts of Learning, and per- 
form'd the ſame Exerciſes as in the Uziver/iztes, This I know, 
they liv'd under a ſtrict Diſcipline, and ſtudy' d hard; and I am 
ſatisfy'd their extraordinary Diligence made an abundant a- 
mends for the waut of ſome other Advantages. | 

3. As far as I can learn a ſtricter Enquiry is made into Men's 
Qualifications for the Miniſtry by the Diſſenters, than by thoſe 
who have uſually the Management of that Affair among you. 
I have it from a very good hand, that the Presbyterians exa- 
mine Candidates in the Greek Teſtament, Phyloſophy and Divi- 
nity, and give them a Latin Theſis to ſtate and defend, before 
they are admitted to Ordination; a great deal more I am ſure 
than tranſlating one of the Articles, (what a School-Boy of two 
or three Years ſtanding can do without Difficulty) which I am 
told is the moſt that's required before a Man receives Orders in 
the Charch of England. 

Con. I own I was never in Company of any of your Prea- 
ns; and therefore ſhall preſs this matter no farther at pre- 

ent. 

Non. I am ſorry to find that Gentlemen will entertain ſuch 
undervaluing Thoughts of Perſons they have no Acquaintance 
with; ſure this is tar from being candid or generous. But J 
don't ſo much blame them as the Parſozs, who run away with 
a Notion, that the Diſſenting Miniſters are a Company of ig- 
norant, illiterate Mechanicks, and ſo ſhun their Converſation, 
as if they ſhould diſparage themſelves to take any notice of 
them; whereas the Men they ſlight are (many of them) not 


Z only better Chriſtians, but better Scholars than thoſe who vi- 


lify them, tho? they never rubb'd their Elbows againſt a. Co- 
lege Wall; and ha'n't ſo much as an A. M. to furniſh out a 
Title Page, or to give them a Reputation in the World. 
Con. Hold, Friend! who is in a Heat now? now it's my 
turn to defire Moderation. 
Non. Sir, I beg your Pardon; but the Contempt I ſee caſt 
ps Men of Worth does a little move me, and I can't 
elp it. | 
Con. Come, no more of this now; for the principal thing 
} aim'd at is behind yet. We will ſuppoſe for once your — 
| : E Hillers 
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niſters to be regularly ordained, and competently 2 ſill 
I am as much at a loſs for the Reaſons of your Nonconformity 
as before: Will you (as you promiſed me) let me know ſome 
of them? | | | 
Non. I have a great many things which ſatisfie my own Con- 
ſcience in Noncomformity; whether they will be ſatisfactory to 
others, I know not; but the Grounds I go upon, are in gene- 
ral theſe. I did for many Years attend the Service of the 
Church of England, and was grown to a conſiderable Age, be- 
Fore I had ſo much as once been preſent at any other religious 
Aſſembly. I heard as many Sermons as I could, join'd in the 
Publick Prayers, and receiv'd the Lord's-Supper as often as 
there was Opportunity. But for ſome time paſt (having by 
God's good Providence fallen into an Acquaintance with ſome 
Proteſtant Diſſenters who are come into the Neighbourhood) 
I have frequented a Mecting, which goes under the Denomi- 
nation of Presbyterian. Now, I find the Diſſenters way of 
Preaching and Praying to be moſt edifying, their Adminiſtration 
of Sacraments moſt regular and ſcriptural, their Diſcipline molt 
ſtrict, their Converſations, (generally ſpeaking) more circum- 
ſped and holy than theirs with whom I convers'd formerly; 


and, in ſhort, I find it more for my Sous Advantage to join 


with them than with the Eſtabliſhment. God is my Witneſs, 
that I have no Prejudice againſt the Church of England, nor 
any of its Members: That I have any private Views in what 
I do, or can propoſe any temporal Advantages to my ſelf by 
my Diſſent, can never be ſuppoſed if you conſider the Hara- 
ſhips and Inconveniences the Nonconformiſts have upon them, how 
induſtrious ſome Men are to bring them under a popular Odi- 


um, and that they are almoſt every where ſpoken againſt. Be- 


lieve me, Sir, it is my everlaſting Intereſt that I am conſulting; 
this, I am ſure is more furthered and promoted by the way of 
Worſhip I have for ſome time made choice of; ſo that I ſhould 
act contrary to my beſt Light, and I think offend God, as well 
as wrong my own Soul, if I did not ſerve him ( ſtatedly I 
mean) in the way I now do. | 

Con. It's never well when private Men ſet up for Judges 


in theſe Matters; and I am ſorry that you are fallen into the 


Old Cant of better Edificuion, the Pretence of which, I am per- 


ſuaded, has done more Miſchief in the Church than almoſt any 


thing. There's no better Edification to be had under any Mi- 
niſtry upon the Face of the Earth, than under that of the 
Church of England. 


Non. You ſay, it's never well when private Men ſet up for 
Judges in theſe Matters; but I think it's a thouſand times 
worſe to 0D, the Peoples Eyes put out, and not ſo much as a 

iſcretion allowed to the Laity ; which would MS 
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be the Caſe if ſome aſpiring Clergy- men had that Power over 
Conſciences which fot ſome time they ſeem to have been aimin 
at. As to Edification, which you ate pleaſed to call the Ol Cant, 
it is what ſerious Perſons will think themſelves obliged to be 

concern'd about; and after you have ridicul'd that Plea as long 
as you are able, ſuch as are thoughtful about their Souls and a 


future World, will chuſe to wait on that Miniſtry which they 


find moſt Benefit by. Your faying, that there's no better Edi- 
fication to be had any where than in the Church of England, is 
no Satisfaction to me, who muſt believe my own Experience 
before another's Opinion. There's no doubt, but for your own 
Part, you reckon that you your ſelf can beft tell what Sermons 
and Prayers you find moſt good by. And I think you wonld 
do very much amiſs, ſhould you not attend on theſe ; ſo far 
ſhould I be from perſuading you to change. But then ! inſiſt 
upon it as the moſt reaſonable thing in the World, that I ſhould 
be allowed the ſame Liberty of jndging for my ſelf as you have. 
My natural Rights, as I ama rational Creature, are the ſame with 
other Mens ; and I believe you have too much Modeſty in your 
Temper, to fancy that the Gofpel-Charter has es you great - 
er Privileges than it has me, and the reſt of Mankind. Beſides, 
my Soul is my own, and without doubt, of as much Worth 
and Value as yours; I my ſelf muſt give an Account at the laſt 
Day what Care I have taken of this Soul of mine, and ſhould 
I do otherwiſe than well (which God of his infinite Mercy 
forbid) will you, or any of thoſe who make ſo lond an Ont- 
cry againſt — — and Nonconformity, engage to anſwer for 
me at the laſt Tribunal, and give me Security that I ſhall be no 
Sufferer, by acting againſt my Knowledge and Conſcience, in 
compliance with your Sentiments? If not, pray allow me to 
judge for my ſelf, and to take ſuch meaſures, with regard to 
my everlaſting Concerns, as ſhalt appear to me moſt expedient. 
Gad has given us (ſays a late eminent Prelate) rational Fa- 
% culties to guide and dire us, and we muſt make the moſt 
of theſe we can. We muſt juage with our own Reaſons, as 
* well as ſee with our ows Eyes; neither can we, or ought 
* we, to reſign up our Underftandings to any others, unleſs 
we are convinced that God has impoſed this upon us, by 
„making them #xfallible; ſo that we are ſecured from Error 


N if we follow them *. The Reverend Mr. Hoaaly (ſince D. D. 
and Lord Biſhop of Bangor) ſpeaking of Freedom of Choice, and 
' honeſt Uſe of our Reaſon, tells us, that it is that which alone can 


render the Religion of a Man accet table in God's Eyes f. And 
indeed (as Monſieur Claude has obſerved) “ in effect, an ab- 


— * 


— ——— — 


* Biſhop of Sarum's Expoſition on the Thirty Nine Articles, p. 182. 
1 Sermen preached Novem, 3. 1715. P. It, _ 
| « ſolute 
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«. ſolute Obedience and an entire reſigning of ones ſelf to the 


« Conduct of another, as to thoſe Matters that regard the 
« Faith.and the Conſcience, is a Duty that we can render law- 
« fully to none but God 4. 7] 
Cox. But by your leave, what you have ſaid of better Edif- 
cation; is but a wretched Plea, unleſs it has ſolid Reaſon to 
ſupport it, which I am confident is wanting in your Caſe. 


Non. I am as confident of the contrary, and if you pleaſe; 


we will debate this Matter a little more particularly. 

Con. I agree to your Propoſal, and ſhould be glad if you 
would firſt inform me, what ſort, of Preaching you have 
in your Meetings; becauſe I find you are a very great Admirer 
of it. For my part, I never heard any of your Miniſters Pul- 
pit-Performances, but am told, their Sermons (as you call 
them) are a Heap of Confuſion, withont Order, ſolid Divini- 


ty, Language, or Senſe ; and that in ſhort, they are Noiſe and 


nothing elſe. | 


Non. I am ſorry the Diſſenters ſhould be ſo much abuſed, FI 


and you ſo notoriouſly impos'd upon. Good Sir, be ſo kind 
as to go with me the next Lord's-Day, and I perſuade my ſelf, 
you will be ſenſible, that you have been miſ-informed. Not 


but that there is a Difference in the Capacities and Qualifica- 
tions, of our Preachers, as well as yours; and perhaps there 


may be one to be met with here and there, who comes ſhort 
of thoſe Abilities for publick Service, which Men in their Sta- 
tion ought to be furniſhed-with. But I am bold to tell you, 
the Generality of our Miniſters have no Reaſon to be aſham'd 
to let the whole World ſee the Diſcourſes they entertain their 
People with. They explain Texts ſolidly, prove the Truths they 
infiſt on by pertinent Scriptures, and ſubſtantial Reaſon, and 
make ſuch Reflections on the Points ſpoken to, as are like to 
have the beſt Influence on the Hearts and Lives of their Hear- 
ers. Their Language is proper and decent, their Pronounciation 
and Geſture grave and ſolemn, and their Sermons (for the moſt 
part) ſuch, as none who have a true Reliſh of ſerious and vi- 
tal Religion, can be in the leaſt diſguſted with. Dr. Nichols 
himſelf (who is forward enough to load us with Calumny, 
and has moſt diſ-ingenuouſly miſrepreſented the old Noncon- 
formiſts) ſpeaking of the Diſſenting Miniſters now, ſays they 
are come Omnia fere dicere ornate, & preſse, & ſobrie——N:hil 
denique loquuntur, niſi quod viro gravi & homine Theologo dignum 
fit, & eccleſiaſtici cœtus dignitati conſentaneum *. i e. to Jpeak eve- 
ry thing almoſt elegantly, pithily, and adviſedly. And they utter 
nothing but what is worthy of a grave Man and a Divine, and a- 


ww 
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— 


t Defence of the Reformation, Part 1. p. 102. 
A Vide Gulielmi Nicholſu Presbyteri Pefenſio Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ p. 331. 
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reeable to the Dignity of an eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly. This is a Te- 
imony given ba Alterüry, Bir I wiſh LA would hear 

and read ſome of the Diſſenters Sermons, and afterward give 
your Judgment; and if you ſpeak impartially, I make no doubt 
dut it will be in their fayour. 157 
Con. Your Miniſters may Preach well enough for any 
thing I know to the contrary ; but undoabtedly there are bet- 
ter Sermons to be heard in our Churches, than in any of the 
ſeparate Congregations ; ſo that you are unreaſonable in lea» 
ving us on this account. | | 

Won. I believe there were never better Sermons preach'd 


ſince the Apoſtle's Days, than have been preach'd by ſome of 


the Cs and Clergy of the Church of Exgland; but of many 
of your Conntrey Parſons it has been obſerved, that, 

1. Their Method in Preaching is not diſtinct and clear, their 
Diſcourſes being more like Declamations than Sermons. 

2. Their Subjects don't always ſeem to be ſo well choſen: Je- 


ſus Chriſt and the Method of Salvation by a Redeemer, the 


eat Doctrine of Regeneration, the Nature, Conditions, and 

enefits of the Covenant of Grace, c. being very ſeldom in- 
ſiſted on. This Neglect has been complain'd of by a worthy 
Doctor of your own, who has theſe Expreſſions among others, 
© How ſeldom are People informed about the Nature of Re- 
© generation or the New-Birth? How ſeldom is the abſolute 
« Neceflity of the Knowledge of Chriſt as Mediator inſiſted 
« upon? I have known that when ſome of thoſe Doarines 
© have been diſcourſed of by one in the Pulpit, it hath been 
„ ſaid, that he preach'd like a Presbyzer:an, which thoſe that 
« ſpoke it thought was reproachful enough *.” And this ſame 
pious Author tells his Brethren the Clergy, that “ if they were 
© not more careful to inſtruct the People in theſe Doctrines, 
e ſome are apt to think there will be almoſt a Neceſſity of 
« repairing ſometimes to other Aſſemblies to have the whole of 
„Religion taught them f.“ 3 
Wy Your Clergy are too general in their Diſcourſes, In moſt 
Congregations there are a variety of Caſes which a Miniſter 


'ought to have an Eye to. There are not only ignorant Per- 


ſons to be inſtructed, and ſecure Sinners to be rous'd and a- 
waken'd, but doubting Souls to be ſatisfied, dejected Chriſti- 
ans to be encouraged and comforted, wounded Conſciences 


Which need healing, &c. And certainly the Circumſtances of 


ſuch deſerve to be particularly minded; but this I think is ſel- 
dom done in your Pariſh Churches. ; 


a +» 2 23. * F 'P 
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oe Dr, Edwards's Preacher, Part 1. 43» 44- 
I Preface to the Preacher, p. 37. | 
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faving Souls calls for. | 


4. I could never obſerve that Concern and Earueſtneſi in ＋ 


of your Preachers as I have heard, that the great Buſineſs 

5. Abundance of their Sermons are full of bitter Reflections 
on ſuch as Diſſent from them. By this means that mutual 
Love which our holy Religion ſo earneſtly recommends is in a 
great Meaſure deſtroy'd ; unaccountable Heazs and Anime/tries 
are fomented among Chriſtians ; and the Minds of abundance 
wrought up to ſuch a Degree of Rancour, that they look upon 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to be the worſt of all Men living; and 
are taught by their bigotted Prieſts to ſay, they had much rather 
be Papiſts than Presbyterians, Sure I am many of your Clergy 
have much to anſwer for on this account; and if they ſpoke 
with the Tongues of Angels and have not Charity, I am inſtru; 
Qed by the Apoſtle to look upon them but as ſounding Braſs or 
zinkling Cymbals, 1 Cor. 13.1. "cr prin; 2 
6. In many Pariſhes there is Preaching but once in a Sabbath; 
which, though it was thought enough in Laud's time, (when, 
not much to the Credit of that High- Church Prelate, Afternoon 
Sermons as well as Lectures were ſuppreſs'd, a Book of Sports 
ordered to be read on the Lord's Day, and ſeveral Miniſters 
ere ſuſpended for not reading it) is now complain'd of as a 

d'Inſtance of the: Lazineſs of the Clergy, and a wretched 
Neglect of the Souls committed to their Charge. 18 
To all the aforementioned things I might add, that were 
Sermons. compoſed with never ſo much Judgment, and deli- 
vered with never ſo much ſeeming Warmth and Affection; 
yet when the Preacher's Converſation is a Contradiction to his 
Vockrine; a Diſcourſe from ſuch a Man's Mouth has not ſo 
an Influence as elſe might be expected. That this is too 
trequently the Caſe, I am very unwilling to inſinuate; but 
whether I mention it or no, it is too notorious to eſcape the 
World's Obſervation. Thus things ſtand at preſent ; and 
while Patzrozs are ſo little ſenſible of the important Truft re- 
poſed in them, and Non-reſidence (which hath been condemn'd 
both in the beft and worſt Ages of the Church “ is ſo common 
a Practice; while greedy Plaraliſts are ſo ſcandalamſiy hard in their 
Allowance to their K wrates, (as the late excellent Biſhop of Sarum 
expreſſes it j) and take any to officiate for them who can be 
procured: on the eafieſt and cheapeſt Terms; until the Clergy 
have more Chriſtian Moderation in their Tempers, and a more 
ſpeedy and effectual Method is found but to oblige ſuch of 
them as walk diſorderly, to reform what is amiſs in their Con- 
verſations; our Pariſhes, as far as I can ſee, are not like to be 
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better provided for. Now among the Di/enters I don't ſee 
cauſe for theſe Complaints, and therefore you can't blame me 
if I chuſe to hear them. CER A 10 61 3 

Cox. What, and can you like the Prayers too which are 
offer'd up to God in your Congregations ? For my part I 
ſhould never be in Love with this Praying by the Spirit. For 
a Man to aſcend the Pulpit, ſpeak to Go that which comes 
firſt to his Thoughts, repeat the ſame Things over and over 
again, without Coherence or good Engliſp many times, muſt 
needs be nauſeous ; unſuitable to ſo ſolemn an Act of Wor- 
ſhip, and offend God Almighty, as well as thoſe who are to 
join in ſuch diſorderly and indigeſted Performances. 

- Non. You can't conceive how much it troubles me, that 
you ſhould hearken to thoſe who make it their Buſineſs not 
only to blacken us, but to ridicule our Devotion ; eſpecially 
that you ſhould jeer at Prayer by terming it in Deriſion, pray- 
ing by the Spirit, which a pious Biſhop ſays, is, for the moſt 
part, a Sign of a N Heart. But whatever you think, 
unqueſtionably there is ſuch a thing as the Gift of Prayer; 
and there are many Thouſands of ſerious Souls in theſe K ing- 
doms, as well as elſewhere, who bleſs God for, and think 


they can never enough value it. As to the Diſſenting Mini- 


ſters, I am well enough acquainted with ſome of them to be 
able to tell you, that their Method of Prayer is uſually ſtudied, 
and much like that which the good Biſhop Wilkins has re- 
commended in an excellent Treatiſe on that Subject. The 
Matter and Order of their Addreſſes is generally thought upon 
before they appear in Publick, and (having a deep Senſe of 
their own and the Peoples Sins, of the Mercies they have re- 
ceived, and thoſe they ſtand in need of) I don't ſee but they 
expreſs themſelves as 70 and pertinentiy to God in Prayer, as 
if they had a Form o Words drawn up for that Purpoſe. 
With regard to hat you ſay of their having the ſame Expreſ- 
fions over and over again; if your Deſign be to inſinuate, 
that this is common, or frequent, I know it to be a Milre- 

ſentation ; tho? if the ObjeQion had ever ſo much Truth 
in it, I think it comes with a very indifferent Grace from the 
Mouths of thoſe, who Repeat the ſame Petition, viz. Ve 
beſeech thee to hear us good Lord above Twenty times in a 

orning's Service: This in yo paſſes for Fervency of Devo- 
tion, but in as (as one obſerves) a fingle Repetition is ſuch 4 


anit, as is ſulficient to explode the very ift of Prayer | 4 


q 
4 

F "2 

i. * 


* Biſhop Wilkins of the Gift of Prayer, P. 12. 
t Moderation ftill @ Virtue, p. 32, 
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Con. But I would be glad to know what Excellency you 
ſee in the Diſſenters way of Praying, that makes you prefer 
it to ours,. * b | 
Nos. I like it beſt on the Accounts following, viz. - 
1. A Miniſter can in this way ſuit himſelf to the Circum- 
ſtances of the People he belongs to. I conceive there is a 
great Difference in the State of Congregations, as well as of 
particular Perſoxs, and I think Prayers ſhould be made accord- 
ingly. Ft | | 
r Our Sins, Wants and Mercies, are not every Day the 
ſame; and our Confeſſions, Petitions Ind Thankſgioings ſhould 
vary as they do. | I g 11 
3. There are ſome Emergencies when a Miniſter muſt Ex- 
erciſe this C of Prayer, or elſe we can't give God Publici 
Thanks for the Mercies we have received, nor beg ſuch fur- 
ther Salvations as we have need to Pray for. Thus (for In- 
ſtance) when a Diſcovery has been made of a horrid Deſign 
to Dethrone His Excellent Majeſty King George, and to bring 
in a Popiſh Pretender; when God was pleaſed ſo ſignally to 
appear againſt ſuch as had openly engaged in this unnatural 
Rebellion, and gave them two ſuch remarkable Defeats in 
one Day g: When their Contrivances have been baffled, their 
Hopes fruſtrated , their Spirits broken, and their Head 
forced to retire and leave them and their Cauſe to ſink toge- 
ther; Is it not highly requiſite that Praiſes ſhould be offered 
up to God for this his Goodneſs to an undeſerving People ? 
And that we ſhould beg the Continuance of the Divine Fa- 
vour and Protection in our preſent Circumſtances ? This, I 
can tell you has been done in our Aſſemblies, and with the 
N Heartineſs and Sincerity. But in your Churches no 
otice can be taken of ſuch Occurrences until my Lords 
the Biſhops appoint Forms for the Purpoſe, unleſs your Mini- 
ſters -will put up Prayers of their own as ours do. | 
4. I find (if it be a Fault I can't help it) that the hearing 
the ſame Words ſo frequently, is apt to Damp my Devotion, 
and to hinder that warmth of Affection which the Service of 
God calls for, If I was to read the beſt Book in the World a 
Hundred times over (the Bible only excepted, which being 
Divine, is ever new and entertaining) I ſhould grow Indit- 
ferent to it; and it would be far from giving me the Satis- 
faction it did at the firſt Reading, Variety is grateful, and 


- tends to by, up Attention, and I find it ſo in Prayer. There 


ic nat that Life and Vigour in it to Engage the Affectiont, as 
when. it proceeds immediately from the Soul it ſelf *, . 
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Con. I perceive by your Diſcoufſe, that you have taken up 

a Prejudice againſt Forms in general; but methinks our Litur- 

gy (the: beſt to be ſure in the Chriſtian World) ſhould make 
you in Love with them. | 

Non. Pray don't miſtake me, I am no ſuch Enemy to 


Forms as yu may Fancy. I own their Laufulneſs, and in 
ſome Ca 


Scriptural Form of Prayer I can heartily join in. But I 


es their Expedrexcy, ay, and Neceſſity too; and a 


leave to offer a few Things on this part of our Controverſy, 
v1. 

I. I have read that in the firſt Three Hundred Tears there 
were no ſtinted Liturgies or impoſed Forms of Prayer; but e- 
very one that officiated, delivered himſelf in ſuch Terms as 
beſt pleaſed him, and varied his Petitions according to the 
preſent Circumſtances and Emergencies. The great Man 
quoted ſeveral times before (who has made a very Diligent 
and Impartial ſearch into Antiquity) aſſures us, that there is 
not the leaſt mention of preſcribed Forms in auy of the Primitive 
Writings, nor the leaſt Word or Syllable tending thereunto, but 
rather ſome Expreſſions intimating the contrary*. He Inſtances in 
ſeveral, for which I refer you to the Book pointed at, which, 
tho* Publiſhed about Four and Twenty Years ſince, has re- 
ceived no Anſwer to this Day. FN 

2. Forms ſeem to have been introduced in a time of De- 

eneracy when Men's Devotion was languiſbing, and Mini- 
ers, either becauſe of their Ignorance or Indiſferency, were 
not capable of making Prayers of their own ; which in my 
Opinion is no very recommending Confideration. 

3. The Inexpediency of being tied up to an zvariable Form, 
is as good as acknowledged by ſome of the beſt Men of the 
Charch of England; why elſe do they many of them, Pray in 
the Pulpit as the Diſſenting Miniſters do? 

4. I apprehend there's the ſame Occaſion for —_— | 
milies, inſtead of Sermons, as for uſing conſtant Forms of Pray- 


er. They were both compoſed at the ſame time, and deſign- 


ed to aſſiſt the Clergy, who in the beginning of the Keforma- 
tion were none of the moſt Learned; and if you will be te- 
nacious of one, why are you not fond of the other too? . 

5. I have examined my Bible with all the care I am able, 
and can't ſee any Authority for preſcribing ſet Forms of Pray 
— and obliging Miniſters and People to uſe theſe, and no o- 

er. | « | 

As to the Liturgy of the Church of England you know I 
muſt ſpeak of it with caution. However, I hope no one 
ean be offended if I ſay, | 


. » Enquiry, &c. Part 3. 5. 1, 42. | | "77 
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1. I think the matter of it to be for the moſt part good, 
and the Prayers ſuch as I can without ſcruple join in. 

2. I reckon it · an extraordinary Work conſidering at what 
time, and in what Circumſtances it was compoſed. But 

3. The Liturgy has been amended more than once already 
ſince it was firſt made; and ,I preſume it will be no Crime 
to ſay, that it is not yet ſo compleat, but it might in man 

ticulars be altered to very good Advantage. Biſhop Sri 
ling flees mentioning ſeveral things in the Book of Common 
Prayer excepted againſt o Aa. Diſſenters, is free to own, that 
if they were Reviewed, Explained, or Amended, it may be 4 
far from being a Diſhonour to this Church, that it may add to thi 
Glory ef it f. And the late eminently Learned and Pious Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln (now Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury) ſpeak- 
ing of a Scheme that was laid towards the End of King 
James's Reign, and deſigned to be carried on when King 
Hillam came to the Throne, ta gain the Diſſenters, and in 
order thereunto, to Review and Enlarge the 4 . by cor- 
recting of ſome Things, and adding of others, calls this @ good 
Deſign ; which was approved of (ſays his Lordſhip) by a ſet of 
Men than which the Church was never at any one time bleſſed 
with either wiſer or better ſince it was a Church, And I am 


| perſuaded (adds this:ncomparable Perſon) it would have been for 


the Intereſt and Peace of our Church and State had it been accom- 


pliſhed *. 


4. I can't perſuade my ſelf that the worthy Compilers of the 
Engliſh Liturgy ever thought that it would have been made 
an Invariable Form, and that after Ages would be obliged to 
uſe this, and no other. So far from that, I am confident 
were they alive now, they would think it capable of great 
Improvements ; though one would fancy by the Subſcription 
required to it, that it was eſteemed by ſome a Divine Book, and 
that there was no Defect, nor the leaſt Sign of Humane Frail- 
ty in the whole Compoſure,  - | bn amor 
F. I ſhould for my own part, like the L. much better, 
if it was drawn up in Scripture Expreſſions. If the Confeſſi - 

s, Petitions and 7. hankſgrvings were more particular; ſome 

hraſes in it left out, and others more proper and intelligible 
put in the room of them; if the Multitude of - Colle&s were 
brought into one or two longer Prayers, read by the Miniſter 
alone, the People only ſaying Amen, at the Concluſion, as the 


Manner was formerly 4. But as your Service is managed now, 


t See Preface to the —— of Separation — 5 f * 

* Vid. Biſbop of Lincoln's Speech at the IE the Second Article of Impeachment 
againſt Dr, Sacheverel. | (TER 41.0 TR r 
t 1 Chron. 16. 36, 1 Corin, 14. 16. 3 
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it does not affeq me ſo much as free (which you call Exrem- 
pore) Prayer, ark k nn 
Con. But will you conſider a little; is it not highly expe- 
dient, that the People ſhould know before Hand what the 
Prayer is, they are to join in; undoubtedly they ought to have 
ſome time to deliberate, whether the Things pray'd for are 
agreeble to his Will or not ; for unleſs they are ſatisfied? — 
. they can't pray in Faith, and ſo can't hope to be 
ACCC re , | 4 | | 

on. Sir, You muſt not reckon me unmannerly if I tell 


Jou, I think there is very little weight in this Objection, 
| 


r 0315481 

. The Matter of Prayer is Plain. We know our Sins, 

Want s and Mercier, as ſoon as we hear them mentioned; and 

I could never find that our Miniſters offer up ſuch Petitions 

to God, as require ſo mach time to deliberate whether they 

are „ to his Will or not. | \ 
2. When your Miniſter Preaches, you are required to hear 


in Faith, and therefore according to your Notion, he ſhould 
ſend you his Sermon to be read over before-hand, that you 
may deliberate whether it is agreeable to God's Word or not, 
and indeed your way of Reaſoning, concludes as much for 
Homilies or Forms of Preaching, as for Forms of Prayer. 

3. When any extraordinary Faft or Day of Thankſgiving is 
appointed by Axtherity , the Forms which are compoſed for 
ſach Occaſions, are ſeen by ſcarce any but the Miniſters of 
Pariſhes ; and don't the People pray in Faith for want of 


' reading over theſe Prayers before-hand ? I believe they would 


be very angry with a Diſſenter that ſhould offer to ſay they 
do not: And yet a noted Author of your own, and one of 
the bittereſt Enemies of (what you call) Extempore Prayer, 
reflects ſo far on the Devotion of the Church, as well as on 
the Management of his Superiours, as to pronounce it impoſ- 
ſible for the People to join as they ought in theſe Offices, unleſs 
they peruſe them before-hand, and thereby make themſelves ac- 
quainted with them 70 37718 | 

4. *Tis certain (as a very worthy Miniſter obſerves) 
« God's People did not know what Solomon would Pray for, 
« x Kings 8. nor what Hezekiab, 2 Chron. 30. nor Fehoſhaphar, 
«© 2 Chron. 20. nor Ezra, Ezra 9. yet this was no Prejudice 
eto their Devotion f. 


5 
. 
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vid. Bennet's Diſcourſe of joint Prayer, p. 129. 


W. Moor's Anſwer te Afr, Hobe' Leiters, P. 50, 
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Con. If you have. fail all you intended on this Head, while 
it is in my Mind, give me leave to mention one thing which, 
I think will anſwer the whole you have. urg'd in behalf of Ex- 
zempore-Prayer, and againſt Forms. Did not our Lord pre- 
ſcribe a Form of Prayer to his Diſciples, and bid them ſay, 
Our Father, &c. And can you ſuppoſe our bleſſed Saviour 
would have done this, had he not ſeen a Neceflity for it? 

Non. I am not ſorry you have mentioned this Inſtance of the 
Lord's-Prayer, becauſe 1, have an Opportunity of telling you my 
Sentiments concerning it, in which I agree with mo Pillen 
ters I have yet convers'd with. Pleafe then to take notice: 

1. You may be ſure | eſteem the Lord's-Prayer to be the beſt, 
the moſt full, perfect, and comprehenſive Prayer that ever was 
compoſed in the World.; and that it is impoſſible for the uni- 
ted Wiſdom of all the Men upon Earth to make one equal 


- 


to it. Io. 7; 

2. The Miniſter I hear, uſes it, the Aſembly of Divines re- 
commend it; and this is the firſt thing we generally teach our 
Children. So that our contemning the Lord*s-Prayer, which 

ſome Dealers in Scandal have ſo confidently charged us with, 
is a notorious Falſity. Yet, | | 
blies conſtantly join in the Uſe of this Prayer, nor indeed the 
leaſt Hint that they ever ſo much as once did ſo. They might 
uſe it as a Form for any thing we know to the contrary ;-but 
this is more than any one can pretend to prove from the Re- 
cords of theſe Times *. | 

4. There ſeems to be a great deal of Reaſon to think, that 

our Lord never intended to oblige his Followers to the Uſe of 
the ſame Words invariably : Ifhe had, I believe the Evangeliſts 
would have recordedthis Prayer in the ſame Words ; bat this 
they have not done. The fourtn Petition is expreſs'd in diffe- 
rent Terms. St. Matthew has it thus, 75, 4g 14udv my % 
Ig i onur egy Give us this Day our daily Bread, chap. 6. St. Luke 
thus Toy ag]ev %puwy Tov dre did u T9 x8 ii α&, Cide us 
Day by Day our daily Bread, chap. 11. The fifth Petition like- 
wile is differently worded: One Evangeliſt has it thus, des 
vai r dαν,mt J r pay ws K jꝭlů¾ dpi Toig õ pet nay, 


forgive us our Dehts, as we forgive our Debtors. The other thus, 


ate nuiv vag awuas)iag fd) x. euro apityp Favr 304 Aov]8 24Ivg 
And forgive us our Sins, for we alſo forgive every one that is indebt- 
ed to us. And (which is yet more confiderable) St. Lake leaves 
out the whole Doxology. Now if our Saviour intended to ob- 
Tige his Followers to the invariable -Uſe of the very ſame 

ords, I would be glad to know whoſe Words we are ob- 


1 —— — * 


l, Robinſon's Review of the Caſe of Legian p. $1, 2 9 
* lige 


3. We have no account that the Apoſtles did in their Aſſem- 


t Vid. Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. * p. 34. 
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liged to uſe, Matthew's or Luke's, and why one's Form ra- 
ther than the others? for I think this is of Importance. #7 
5. The Difference have taken notice of in the two Evax- 
gelits, inclines me to believe, that our Lord deſigned no more 
than to give his Diſciples a Directory for Prayer, and that they 
were to reduce their Petitions to ſome or other of theſe Heads, 
and I can tell you, the learned Groz:#s, of whom your Divines 
are ſuch great Admirers, is of this Mind f. Wes 
6. I haye read, that the conſtant repeating this Prayer, was 
not eſteem'd neceſſary, but frequently omitted by the Primitive 
Chriſtians. The eminent Writer I have mention'd ſeyeral 
times before, inſtances in the heavenly Prayer of Polycarpas at 
the Stake; in which the Lord's-Prayer is not uſed at the Be- 
ginning nor Ending . ; 1 
7. If after all, you inſiſt upon it, that whey we prey ſo &c, 
mult be underſtood as a Command to pray in theſe ords, I 
don't ſee how the Uſe of any other Prayers, not thoſe. of the 
Liturgy it ſelf, can (according to this Notion) be juſtifiable, 
nor how you can ſo much as beg a Bleſſing upon your Meat, 
or ſay Grace, without breaking a Commandment... . 2 
Cox. I ſuppoſe you have done with this Head, and I can't 
forbear ſaying, that I am better ſatisfied concerning the Diſ- 
{enters way of Praying, and ſhall be leſs forward to condemn 
it than formerly. But there's one thing which makes me very 
angry with thoſe of your Perſuaſion; I am told the Seriprares 
are never read in your Congregations. This is a Neglect that 
deſerves a ſevere Cenſure; IV bat can you ſay for ſuch an O- 
miſſion? | EY ig 1 9900s 
Non. Say, Sir? I ſay there's no Truth in what you have been 
informed of. Indeed we don't read the Apocrypha in our Aſ- 
ſemblies, as you do in the Church of Exglaud; but the Scri- 
tures of the Oli and Neu- Teſtament are generally read in our 
eetings, and thoſe abuſe us greatly who give out the con- 
trary. | Tr? Wee ark wa” fo 
Con. And what need, I pray, of this Fling at the Apocrypha? 
What Harm can there be in reading theſe Writings in our 
Churches? | | | 
Non. I can't like it on the following Accounts: | 
1. Theſe Books are no Part of the ſacred Canon, neither 


| were! they penn'd by the Direction of the Holy Spirit, as the 


criptures were. 


4 * —ä— —_ 
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t Non enim præcipit Chriſtus verba recitari, quod nec legimus Apoſtolos 
feciſſe, quanquam id quoque fieri cum fructu poteſt, ſed mareriam precum hine 
promere. Vid. tat. in Matt. 6, 9. 


1 The 
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2. The & eading theſe as a Part of Divine Service, binding them 
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up with your Bible, and calling them Holy Scripture (as you 
do in the Order for reading the Leſſons) makes ignorant Peo- 
ple think, that the Apocrypha is of equal Authority with the 
UA or New Teſtament. Tis true the Church in one of her 
Articles, hath ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed between the Canonical 
and Apocryphal Books, but very few of the Common-People 
have read theſe Articles, or know the Contents of them, and 
ſo are led into an Error which I ſhould not care to be the Oc- 


| vaſion Of. | 


3. There are many things in the A hal Writings, which 
are triſting and impertinent, and others a great deal worſe ; wit- 
neſs the approving the Fact of Simeon againſt the Sechemites, 
Judith 9. which was a perfidious Revenge, and barbarous Mur- 
ther, as any one may ſee that will read over the Story, Gen. 34. 
The Commenaation that is given of Judith's Untruths, chap. 13, 
14. The Angels directing Tobias to the Uſe of a Charm to drive 
away the Devil, Tob. 6. His telling a notorious Lye, in de- 
claring himſelf to be of the Tribe of Naprhalr, chap. 7. 3. His 
ſaying, 1 am Raphael one of the ſeven holy Angels which preſent 
the Prayers of the Saints, and go in and out before the Glory of 
the Holy One, chap. 12. 15. Which derogates from the Honour 
of our Lord Jetus Chriſt; to whoſe Office, as Mediator, it 
belongs to preſent the Prayers of his People to the Father. I 
could inſtance in ſeveral other' Particulars of this Nature. 
Now to read ſuch Writings as theſe in Divine Service, im- 
poſe them too, and (which is yet more unaccountable) to ſet 
aſide ſo great a Part of the ſacred Canon, to make way for 
theſe, is what I think can't be vindicated “. 

Con. I own I ſhould be much better pleaſed, if the Apocry- 
pha was never read in the Churches, and the negleQing 1o 
great a Part of Canonical Scripture, for the ſake of theſe Books, 
is What I ſhall never be an Advocate for; and therefore we 
will let this drop, for I am willing to talk of ſome other 
things before I take my leave of you. If my Memory does 
not fail me, you were but now commending the Diſſenters 
Way of adminiſtring the Sacraments, and intimating as if 
you thought, that in theſe they were more regular and ſeri- 


ptural than the Church of Exgland. Pray give me ſome Ac- 


count how they manage theſe Solemnities, and if you pleaſe, 
tell me firſt their Way of Baprizing ? | 
or. With all my Heart: The Difenters Way of Baptixing 
is commonly this. The Miniſter being ſatisfied of the Child's 


Y "I 8 
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* Quis ferat ut capitibus yeteris Inſtrumenti 188. vel neglectis vel prætermiſ- 
ſis, 121. capita A pocrypha legantur? nullam talem confuctudinem habent Eccleſia 
euriſti. vid. Apologiam pro Miniſtris in Anglia Noncouformiſtis, & c. P. 56, 


Right 
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Right to the Qrdinance, (for, by the way, he is. not oblig d 
to baptize all that are brought to him, as your Miniſters are} 
addreſſes himſelf. to the Parent, or Parents, in the Face of the 
Congregation, repeats the Apoſtles Creed, or ſome other Cons 
feſſion of Faith agreeable thereto; asks if they believe theſe 
Articles of our holy Religion, and deſire to have their Child 
baptiz'd into this Faith; whether they, are willing to give up 
themſelves to God in Covenant, and will engage for the re- 
ligious Education of their Little-One; parricularly, if they 
will promiſe to teach it the Creed, Lord's- Prayer, and en 
Commandments, and do their utmoſt to bring it up in the Feat 
of the Lord. Upon a Promiſe of, this, the Miniſter hay 
ving pray'd for God's Bleſſing on the Ordinance, takes the 
Child in his Arms, baptizes it in the Name of the Father , 
Son, aud Holy Ghoſt, declares .it a Member of the viſible 
Church, gives God Thanks for his Goodneſs, particularly to 
the Mother and Child, and concludes with a Blefſing. 
Con. This is very well. But the Method of the Church of 
England, | think, is much better; and what you can ſce. in 
that, which ſhould be the leaſt Occaſion of your Separation 
from us, I can't imagine. | | 80 
Non. There are ſeveral Things in your Office for Baptiſn, 
which I can't approve of, being liable to very 4ſt Exceptions, 


and ſuch as I am not aſhamed to mention among the Reaſons 


of my Nonconformity. | 
Con. Pray what is one of them? "OA 
Non. I object againſt Godfathers and Godmothers, according 
to the Uſage of the Church of Eugland. wann 
Con. You may object againſt theſe, but I am ſatisfied the 
Grounds of your Scruple muſt be frivolous and unreaſonable, 
This I am ſure of, Sponſors in Baptiſm was a Cuſtom in. the 
firit Ages of the Church, and I can't fee but there is the ſame 
need of them now, as there was then. Parents may die when 
Children are young, and it's a great Happineſs to have ſach 
good Proviſion made for them; let that be as it will, there 
can't be too good Security given for Childrens Education ; 


-ſo that you have Reaſon rather to applaud the Wiſdom. of 


our Church in this Particular, than to find fault with its Of- 
fices or Conſtitution, n 
Non. Pleaſe to hear what I have to ſay, and then judge 
whether my Objection be as frivolous as you repreſent it. You, 
ſhall have my Thoughts in as few Words as poſſible. 
1. Allowing Szſceptors or Sponſors in Baptiſm to be an ear! 
Cuſtom in the Curch; that they were uſed in the Apoſtles 


Time, or by their Appointment, no one pretends to prove. 


So far from that, I have read the Fuſtin Martyr (who lived 
5 . 
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in the ſecond Century) when he mentions the Method and 
Form of Baptiſm, ſays not one Word of theſe “. 1 
2. In a time when Chriſtians were expoſed to continpal 
Perſecutions, it might be convenient to have Sponſors to ſti- 
dulate for the Education, of Children, and to promiſe, that in 
aſe the Parents ſhould die, or apoſtatize, they would take 
Care of ſuch Children themſelves. 
3. If any well diſpoſed Perſons now, will, in compaſſion 
to thoſe ' Children whoſe Parents are dead, or notoriouſly 
wicked and Atheiſtical, take them as their own, receive them 
into their Families, and engage to ſee them brought up in a 
Chriſtian Life (for the late good Biſhop of Sarum thinks that 
no one ought to do this Office for another, but he that is wil: 
ling to charge himſelf with the Education of the Child for whom 
he anſwers f) J have nothing to ſay againſt ſuch being admitted 
a8 _ r | 6 
When Children are baptized, were ſome particular Perſons 
made choice of to be in the Nature of collateral Securities; 
mean to mind Parents of their Duty when they grow remiſs 
and negligent, and to excite them to a more conſciencious 
Performance of the ſolemn Vows they bring themſelves un- 
der, Sc. I believe none of us ſhould queſtion the Lawfulneſs 
of this. Bit | eo e let! 3 WT by 
Is, Sponſors with you, are the only Covenanters for Children, 


and the Parents by the Canon, muſt not be required ſo much 


as to be preſent t, though it be upon the account of their 
Faith that their Infants have a Right to Baptiſm'*®. | 
' 2%y, Some who are hardly paſs'd the Age of Children them- 
ſelves, and ſo don't underſtand what they promiſe, are admit- 
ted as Spoyſors; and others acł as ſuch by Proxy, which I think 
Is no better than playing with ſacred Things, and very much 
leſſens the Solemnity of Chriſt's Ordinance. © | 


© 34, Do you think there's one in a thouſand who performs 


what he promiſed on ſuch an Occaſion, or ever intended it, 
or that could be as good as bis W ord, had he never ſo great 
a. Mind to it? And can it be well to demand of any, things 
which are manifeſtly impracticable? 1 ſubmit this to your ſeri- 
227 r 0 

Itchy, The Queſtions and Anſwers which are a Part of your 
Office for Baptiſm, are in my Opinion very improper, and (as 
one well obſerves) ſeem 10 imply rhe Neceſſity of an actual Pro- 
feſſion of Faith to be made by every one before he it baptized, 


Ante 9 W 


— —— — — — — 
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- *# Enquiry, & c. Part 2. p. 87. 1 Paſtoral Care p- 186. t Canon 29. 
Uli fide: Profeſſionem edere debent quia fides eſt conditio Foederis ex 


paite patentum. Alrare Damal. Edit. ult. P. Ces. 
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which 
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which deſtroys Infant Baptiſm. And not only ſo, but they 


require Perſons to declare that concerning the Child, which there 


it no Reaſon to believe to be true, or which, if it were true, there 
ic uo Poſſibility of their _— 25 | | 
 Frbly, It is common for Godfathers and Godmothers, when 
they have brought themſelves under ſo many and ſueh ſo- 
lemn Engagements,” immediately to give the Charge back 
to the Parents; by which they reckon themſelves diſcharged 
from the Promiſes they made but juſt before. Thus they are 
guilty of a perjurious Breach of the Vow they made in the 
Face of the Congregation, and at the ſame time plainly ac- 
knowledge, that Parents are the propereſt Perſons to take Care 
of their own Children, as undoubtedly they are. 

Should you ask what there is in any of the aforementioned 
things to make me ſcruple Conformity? My Anſwer is in a 
Readineſs. I have Children of my own, and it may pleaſe 
God to bleſs me with more. I eſteem it my Privilege as well 
as Daty, to devote them to God in Baptiſm, which I am not 
allow'd to do in the Church of Exgland. This I complain 
of as a great Hardſhip; becauſe I am obliged to quit a K:ghe 
which I look upon too valuable to be on any Terms parted 
with, and am conſtrain'd to procure Perſons to promite that 
which I am ſatisfied in my Conſcience, they mult of neceſſit 
fail of performing; by which I put them on ſinning again 
God, and make my ſelf a Partaker with them in their Guilt. 
This I dread, and therefore mention it among the Reaſons of 
my Nonconſormity. But this is not all. There's another thing 
which ſticks as much with me as Godfathers and Godmothers., 

Con. Pray what is that ? 

Non. The Croſs in Baptiſm. This gives me and many thou- 
ſands in England great Offence, and as long as I can have my 
Children baptized without this Addition to Chriſt's Ordinance, 
I can never conſent to it's being done in your Way. 

Con. Now, my Friend, you are more nice than wiſe (par- 
don the Freedom of the Expreſſion). The Creſi has undoubt- 
edly been of a very long ſtanding in the Church; and, as far 
as | can ſee, is a very harmleſs and commendable U ſage. 

Non. I hope I am very cautious of doing any thing which 
I think God would be offended with, and I deſire to be thank- 
ful that my Conſcience is tender of ſinning. Whether I am 
wiſe in mentioning this Scruple, will beſt appear when you 
have heard the Reaſons on which it is grounded. Pleaſe then 
to take notice, | 


—_ — — —— _ 


— 


* Mr, James Pierce's Confid, on the ſixth Chapter of the Abridgment,'&c. þ. 5, 10. 
| I. There's 
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1. There's not one Word of the Croſs in Baptiſm, in the 
whole New Teſtament, neither was it ever uſed in the Apo- 
ſtles time, and the Invention of Men in the Worſhip of God, I 
was never fond of, and hope never ſhall. 
2. I can't find that this Ceremony was uſed in the moſt Primi- 
tive, that is in the beſt Ages of the Church. A Learned Minilter 
of ours (the Reverend Mr. James Pierce) is very poſſitive that 
there is nothing of this Nature in Clemens Romanus, Hermas, 
Barnabas, Ignatius or Polycarpus, that Juſtin Martyr does not 
ſo, much as mention it; and that Tertullian himſelf (though 
he ſpeaks of the frequent uſe of the Croſs in his Days) ſays 
nothing of Croſſing in Baptiſm. So that our Author concludes 
with Mr. Daille, that the Croſs was never uſed in Baptiſm in 
the Three firſt Centaries *, 

3. Suppoſe it was brought in, in Tertallian's time, (though 
this is nor granted nor proved) it is certain that ſeveral other 
Cuſtoms, of as long ſtanding, are altogether neglected by the 
Church of England; and (fays a Reverend Doctor of your 
own) © Is it not vain to ſay we think it reaſonable to ap- 
point Three Ceremonies out of due Reverence to Antiquity, 
„ when. at the ſame time, we reje& Twenty as antient and 
& ſignificant as they; to reject Croſſing of the Breaſt, and te- 
© tainirig Croſſing on the Forehead, to reject Croſſing at the 
“ Conſecration of the Euchariſt, and the Baptiſmal Water, 
« to reject Exorciſm, Chryſm, Unction, Trine-Immerſion, 
“ and retain the Croſs in Baptiſm 85 | | 

4. The Croſs (as uſed in the Church of England) ſeems to 
be as much a Sacrament as Men are capable of making one. 
Here's an outward and viſible Sign, vit. Croſſing, of an inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, vir. Faith and Chriſtian Fortitude; the Party 
baptiz'd being ſiguned with the Siga of the Croſs, in Token that 
hereafter he ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt, and 
manfully to fight under his Banner. Moreover the Canon ſays, 
that by this Sign the Infant is Dedicated to the Service of him 
that died upon the Croſs g, to which I add it is made a Sign 
of Chr:/?”'s Merits; for the ſame Caxon ſpeaking of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians (whoſe Practice in this particular it mentions 
with Approbation) ſays, they Dedicated their Children by this 
Baage to Chriſt's Service, whoſe Benefits beſtowed upon them in 
Baptiſm the Name of the Croſs did repreſent. So that, as far as 
] can perceive, here's that added to_the Worſhip of God, 
which in all other reſpects beſides, that of a Divine Appoint- 
ment, has the Nature of a Sacrament, and I can't think any 


*_ Conſiderations on the 6th Chap. &c. f Proteſiant Reeonciler, p. 297. f ca- 
won, 30. pq Can, 30. | ; x 
| | Church 
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Church Governours upon Earth have it in their Commiſſion 
to do this. | 

5. Baptiſm it ſelf is an Ordinance by which we are Dedi- 
cated to God's Service, and engaged to confeſs the Faith of 
Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight under his Banner, &c. and 
for any to appoint another Kite for the ſame purpoſe, is not 
only Needleſs and Impertinent, but a Reflexion on our Lord's 
Inſtitution, as if it was defective, and not ſufficient to An- 
ſwer the End for which he intended it. 
6. Why may not a Prieſt put his Finger into the Child's 
« Ears, in Token that it ſhall Hearken diligently to the 
„ Word of God, and put Salt on his Tongue, in Token 
that his Speech ſhall be ſeaſoned with Salt, as make an 
«© airy Croſs in its Forehead, in Token that it ſhall confeſs a 
& crucified Chriſt *. | 
7. If it be ſaid, that the Church does not make the Sign of 
the Croſs neceſſary, but looks on Baptiſm as compleat with- 
out it. I would be glad to know why ſhe requires the Chil- 
dren who have had Private Baptiſm (when the Croſs is uſual- 
iy omitted) to be brought to the Congregation afterwards to 
be ſigned ; why thoſe who ſcruple it, muſt not have their 
Children Baptized at all ; and how the Continuance of it can 
be accounted for, when ſuch a Number of Chriſtians are of- 
fended at ir, and the Church her ſelf Acknowledges that it 
doth neither add any thing to the Vertue and Perfection of Bap- 
tiſm, nor being omitted, doth detract any thing from the Effect aud 
Subſtance of it f. Sr, Theſe Things are to me no trifles ; nei- 
ther can I be ſatisfied in this Ceremony; and fince the Mini- 
ſter of the Pariſh refuſes to Baptize my Children without it, 
I think it my Duty to apply my ſelf to ſome other that will. 

Con. What! Will you not allow the Church a Power to 
decree ſuch Nites and Ceremonies as ſhe thinks will contribute 
to the Decency of God's Worſhip ? 
Non. Your Church I know claims ſach a Power as you 
ſpeak of , but on what Text of Scripture ſhe founds her 
Claim, I could never learn. If that indefinite Propoſition be 
true, The Charch hath Power to Decree Rites and Ceremonies. 
I don't ſee why ſhe may not Decree Twenry or a Hundred, as 
well as Two or Three; for the pretence of Decency (of 
which the is to be the Judge) will bear her out in it: And 
— ſhall we ſoon come to, if ſome People get the Aſcen- 

nt! | | | 

Cox. I take Notice of your Scruples with regard to our 
way of Baptizing, and promiſe you to think them over when 


—— 


I come 


— 


. 


* . 
- 
- 
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I come home. In the mean time, what have you to ſay, con- 


_— ———— ᷑ — — 
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cerning the other Sacrament, and the Method of its Admi- 
niſtration in the Church of England? For, if I don't forget 
my ſelf; you hinted but now, as if this was not pleaſing to 
you neither. 5 +3 

Non. I have only this to ſay, that I think the Diſſenting 
Method in ſolemaizing this Ordinance of the Lord's-Szpper, 


is much more agreeable to our Saviour's 1/tizxtion than yours, 


and I can't but prefer it for that Reaſon. 

Con. Pray how is this Sacrament adminiſtred in your 
Congregations ? RON. 

Non. In the Places where I have been, the Method is this: 
A Preparation Sermon having been Preached, and ſometimes 
a Faſt kept the Week before, the Morning's Service being end- 
ed, the Table covered with a clean Linnen-Cloth, the Bread 
and Wine provided, and ſet on it, and the Communicants ha- 
ving ſeated themſelves as they ſee moſt convenient, the Mini- 
ſter begins with a Sacramental Diſcourſe or Exhortation, Reads 
the Words of Inſtitution, Conſecrates the Elements, breaks 
the Bread, and diſtributes it, pours out the Wine, and diſtri- 
butes that, uſing ſuch Expreſſions as the Scripture directs, and 
returns Thanks ; The People join in Singing a proper, Pſalm 
or Hymn; a Blefling is pronounced, and after a Collection for 


the Poor, all retire to their Homes. 


Con. The Communicants ſeated themſelves, what is /izting 
your Poſture while you are receiving the Lord's-Supper ? Me- 
thinks nothing can be more irreverent on ſo ſolemn an Occaſi- 
on. Undoubtedly[when we come to receive our Pardon at 
God's Hands the loweſt Proſtration becomes us; I think 
therefore that Kneeling, which our Church injoins, is by far 
the moſt proper Geſture when we approach God's Altar. 
Non. I can't be of your Mind for theſe Reaſons. 

I. When the Sacrament was firſt inſtituted, Chri/# and his 
Apoſtles did not Keel, but Sate in a leaning Poſture, which 
was the Table Geſture in that Countrey at that time. 

2. I don't find that the Primitive Chriſtians received the 
Sacrament in the Poſture 'uſed by the Church of England. 
Tertullian ſays, that on the Lord's-Day (when all agree the 
Sacrament was uſually celebrated) they accounted it a Sin to 
Worſhip Kneeling *. And a great Divine of the Church calls 


it a Novel Caſiom; and (ſays he) © to retain this Kneelim 


«© Poſture at the Reception of the Sacrament, out of due Re- 
< verence to Antiquity, when 20 ſuch Poſture was uſed by 


Vid. L. E. du Pin's Bib. Pat. Vel. 1. P. $2. 


% Anti- 
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* 2 'y, I fear cannot be well excuſed from impeſing on 
* the People}. | 1 81 | 
; 3. Kneeling at the Sacrament is thought by many great 
Men, to be of no longer date than the Doctrine {of Tranſub- 


ſtantiation, 1 don't find (ſays the Learned Monſieur L” Ar-" 


g ** roqae) that the People which came to the Communion, | 

HJ K wereobliged to ſet themſelves in the Geſture of thoſe which | 

1 * Adore until that in the Thirteenth Century, the Adoration of | 
the Sacrament was Eſtabliſhed in the Lat: Church *, 

r 4. Though the Church of England has declared againſt A. 


doring the Elements in the Sacrament ; yet I fear your Po- 


| ſture of Oy may harden Ignorant Papiſts in their Idola- 

8 try, and lead weak Proteſtants, into an Error which would be 

a of dangerous Conſequence to them. For if the Adoring Po- n 

d ſture (which a conſiderable Writer of yours would fain think ; 

* was uſed by the antient Chriſtians in the Act of Receiving) : 

* did very much conduce to beget and nurſe up in the Minds } 

8 of ſuperſtitious and fanciful Men a conceit that Chriſt was | 

8 really and corporilly preſent at the Sacrament (as he verily 

- believes it did t,) why may it not be attended with the ſame ill 

d Conſequences now ? I doubt it may, and I ſcruple Knceling 

n | on this account too. After all, I am ſo far from being Cen- 

r 3 ſorious, that I am well ſatisfied there are Thouſands of ex- 6 
cellent Saints, who prefer this Geſture to any other, and if J . 

£5 could not poflibly Receive the Lord's-Supper in another Po- | 

e- ſture, I ſhould rather do it in yours, than live in the total neg- 

i- lect of ſo comfortable and important a Duty. But when [ | 

at have an Opportunity of partaking of this Holy Ordinance in 

1k | | a way, which I believe in my Conſcience comes neareſt the J 

ar original Inſtitution, which is more ſuitable to a Feaſt, as well 


as to that condeſcending Familiarity our Lord admits his : 
People to on this Occaſion, and which is leſs likely to give 


lis offence than the Geſture injoined by the Eſtabliſbed Church; | 
ch ſure I may uſe my Liberty, and think my ſelf bound to do | 
ſo. | 
he Con. I can't but commend the Moderation you diſcover in 
d. this part of your Diſcourſe, and ſhould rejoice, for the ſake 
he of ſuch Diſſenters as are of your temper, if the Poſture at 
* the Sacrament was left Indifferent. Have you any thing elſe 
Ils to offer with regard to the Lord's-Supper ? 
1. 
de- 5 | — — — ——— 2 — — 
by 
— f Proteſt. Reconciler, 294, 298. 
* Hiſtory of the Euchariſt, 5p. 117, | 
MY : | j * Lo ndon Caſes, p. 168, 


F Non 


| 
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Nov. Yes, I chuſe to join with the Diſſenters, becauſe 1 
find there's more care taken to maintain * in their Com⸗ 
munions, than I could ever yet ſee in the Church of Erg- 


Jand. With us, Miniſters are cautious whom they admit to 


the Holy Sacrament, in Imitation of the Primitive Churches, 
who received none but ſuch as were in the Number C4 the 
Faithful, that is, who believe the' Articles of the Chriftiau Faith, an, 
led a and a pious Life f. Our Miniſters Examine Perſons 
before-hand, as to their Knowledge and other Qualifications; 
give their People due Notice, that ſuch and ſuch defire to com- 
municate with them, that proper Enquiries may be made into 
cheir Converſations, and they may be received, or kept off, 
as they are found to behave themſelves. By this means the 
groſlly ignorant and openly Aa 10 are excluded, and none 
admitted but thoſe whoſe Profeſſion is, in the Judgment of 
Charity, credible ; but I could never find this care taken a- 
5 — you, all being received who come and offer them - 
elves. BR | 

Con. Not ſo faſt, my Friend, pray do the Charch Juſtice, 
f you read the Rzbreck before the Communion, you will find 
it there ordered, that © ſo many as intend to be Partakers of 
« the Holy Communion, ſhall ſignifie their Names to the 
© Carate at leaſt ſometime the Day before ; and that if any of 
i theſe be an open and notorious evil Liyer, c. So that the 


« Congregation be thereby offended, the Carate having Know- 


“ ledge thereof, ſhall call him, and advertiſe him, that in any 
e wile he preſume not to come to the Lord's-Table, until he 
© hath openly declared himſelf to have truly repented, c. Be · 


 fides this, the Rubricł at the end of the Office for Confirmati- 


on, ſays expreſſiy: There ſhall none be admitted to the, Ho- 
* ly 8 until ſuch time as he is Confirmed, or be 
% ready and deſirous to be Confirmed”. And what can be done 
more to maintain Order and Purity ? ak 


Non. I know the Church has taken the precautions you ſpeak 


of. But . 

I. If ſuch as deſign to come to the Sacrament were requir- 
ed to ſend their Names to the Miniſter ſooner than the Day 
before the Communion, I conceive it might turn to a better 


* ” 


account than ſo ſhort a Notice. 


2. When the Czrate has the Perſons Names ſent him, how 


is he ſatisfied that they have Knowledge enough to diſcern the 
Lord*s-Body, without which they can't be worthy Communi- 
cants? Methinks if they were obliged to come and talk with 


the Miniſter before their Admiffion, it would be to much 


better, purpoſe than ſending their Names to him. 


m "= 6 
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- 3» Is this Order abſerv'd? If not (though I own it's none of 
the Church's Fault) my ſcruple has ſtill too great a Founda- 
tion. | x 

As to What the Kubrick ſays of the Curate's advertiſing 
ſcandalous Perſons not to come to the Lord's-Table; I could 
never yet lee any extraordinary Fruits of it. I fear there are 
but few who conform to the Direction of the Church in-this 
particular; and if they did, I am told they can do little more 
than Advertiſe Offenders; and if a Carate will pretend to deny 
them the Sacrament they may Proſecuze him for ſo doing *, 
eſpecially if they do but ſay they Repent, tho? they give no 
manner of Evidence of their being in earneſt. This is moſt 
certain, ſince the receiving the Sacrament according to the 
Church of England has been made a Qualification for Places of 
Truſt and Profit in the Government, if a Man is nominated 


to ſuch a Place, and a Curate ſhould refuſe to give him the 


Holy Communion, though it be upon the account of his no- 
toriouſly wicked and immoral Lite (for in the beſt regulated 


Government in the World, there will be ſome of this Cha- 
racer) the Perſon ſo refuſed will bring his Action at Law a- 


inſt ſuch a Curate, and recover conſiderable Damages of 
him too for ſuch a Refuſal. So that as far as I can ſee, very 


little good is to be hoped for from that Rabrick. With re- 


gard to the other you mention, which relates to Confirmation 
. ſhall only ſay; if Miniſters of Pariſhes (who are ſu poſed 
to be belt acquainted with the State of their ſeveral Flocks, 
and have frequent Opportunities to examine (Perſons con- 
cerning their underſtanding the Baptiſmal Covenant, c). 
had the Buſineſs of Confirmation committed to them, great 
Advantages might be expected from it, but as that matter 
ſtands now, where's the Benefit? Is there one to many of 
thoſe who Communicate, that was ever Confirmed ? Did you 
ever know your Miniſter require of any a Proof or Certifi- 
cate of their Confirmation ? And if he did, conſidering how 
ſeldom a Biſbop comes into the Countrey, that he is a perfect 
Stranger to the far greater part of thoſe he lays Hands on, 
in what Confuſion and Diſorder this is uſually done, how 
curſorily performed, and ſlabbered over (as Biſhop Srillingfleet 


himſelf expreſles it +) and that no more is required of any who 


o to be Confirmed, than a bare ſaying a few Anſwers in the 
lurch Catechiſm (which they may be able to do without un- 


ö 


1 Mr. John Raſtrick, ſometime Vicar of Kiikton near Boſton in Lincolnſhire, 
re ſuſing to give a Gentleman of his Pariſh the Sacrament at Chriftmas, A. D. 168 m. 
bad an Aﬀtion brongin againſt him at Common-Law , and was conſtrained to tet the 
Gentlemay come again to the Sacrament, witheut any Nepentance, and to pay all the 
charges He had been at before he would flop Proceeding. See an Account of Mr, Raſtrick”s 
"Non-Conformicy Kh — Bnd of the 34 Part of Dr, Calamy*s Defence, &c.) p. 11. 
4 Vureafonableeſsof Separation, p. 224. | 
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derſtanding a Word of what they ſay) and moſt are never 
examined at all, how is the Church like to be the purer orthe 
better for this? _ 
Con. But why are you ſo-uncharitable, and ſo forward to 
reflect upon your Neighbours ? There are thoſe in your So- 
cieties who are as great a ſcandal ro Religion, as any that be- 
long to our Communion. ER Fr. 5 Ke 
Won. | beg you would not take me wrong; J aſſure you, 
Sir, as I am far from taking pleaſure in cenſuring any amon 
you, ſo I don't pretend to juſtify all that belong to us. It 
is too evident that there are many of all Denominations, who 
are a Diſhonour to Chriſtianity, and ſtain their Profeſſion by 
an unſuitable Behaviour. Diſenters have bad Men among 
them, as well as you, and I don't think the pureſt Churches 
upon Earth are withent Corrupt Members. If there was a 
Traytor in our Saviour's own Family, it can't be expeQed 
that any Society now ſhould be without one; but this is not 
the Caſe. That which I inſiſt on is, that there are not ſo ma- 
ny openly Prophane Perſons (I mean in Proportion) who Com- 
municate with the Diſſenters, as there are in Communion with 
the Church of England : If you think JI am partial in our Fa- 
vour, let the World judge. This I know, when any one of 
the Society I belong to, is guilty of any groſs and ſcandalous 
Crime, and the matter of Fact is proved againſt him, he is 


ſuſpended from the Sacrament, until he gives Evidences of 


bis Repentance ; but there is no ſuch thing that ever I could 
ſee among you. | | ne 3 | 
Cox. Suppoſe all this to be true. If you are fincere, what 
could you be the worſe, if all you Communicate with ſhould 
be Debauchees or Hypocrites ? © 5 N 

Nox. I know I ſhall never fare the worſe for other People's 
Sins, unleſs I ſome way or other make my ſelf a Partaker 
with them in theit guilt. But yet | | 

I. It is for the Honour of the Church that it be kept as pure 
as poſſible, and not left to be a Sink of all ſorts of Sin and 
W hn | | 

2. It would tend much to the Conviction of an Atbeiſtical 
Unbelieving World, if there was more Purity in Chriſtian So- 
cieties. 8 | 

3. The Apoſtle obſerves (1 Corin. 5.6.) that a little Leaven, 
leaveneth the whole Lump, and that I may the better ſecure my 
own Innocency, I chuſe to join with a Society where I find 
the ſtricteſt Holineſs. . 75 | | 

4. J find it molt comfortable to join in a Communion of 
Saints, or ſuch as I have good Reaſon to think are ſo. 


5. 1 apprehend it to be moſt profitable to be in ſuch a Socie- 


ty; becauſe I may expect to reap more Benefit by the Prayers 
Te q of 


il 
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of real Chriſtians, than by the Prayers of the wicked which 


are an abomination to the Lord. : ; 
6. I am not without Fears that I may Harden wicked Men 
in their Sin, if I join with them when I can communicate in 
better Company. On theſe and other Accounts F think 1 
ought to prefer the pareſt Communion, and I am ſatisfied the 
Diſſenters is ſo, there being a ſtricter Diſcipline maintained 
among them than in the Pariſh Churches. | 
Con. Now you make me ſmile. What! Presbyterians talk of 
Diſcipline! Good Neighbour what ſort of Ble can you 
pretend to? 
J Nox. The fame which our Lord preſcribed, Matt. 17. 15, 
16, 17. If thy Brother ſhall 7 againſt thee, go and tell him 
his Fault between him and t hee alone, if he fhall hear thee, tbon 
haſt gained thy Brother. But if be will not hear thee, then take 
one or two more, and if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
the Church, but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be to thee - 
as as an Heathen Man, and a Publican. ; 
Con. And is not this to be done with much greater Advan- 
tage in the Charch of England, who has the Law to enforce 
her Cenſures, than in your ſeparate Congregations ? | 
Non. I will not ſay what is to be done, but this I know, you 
our ſelves complain of the want of a Godly D:ſcipline *, and 
ave either made no Attempts at all or at aft very faint ones for 
reſtoring it f. The Prophane in many Pariſhes are very nume - 
rous, If a Miniſter keeps any of them from the Communion 
the Rzbrick obliges him to give an account of it in Foxrteer 
days to his Ordinary. He muſt proſecute them in the Eccleſia- 


ſtical Courts, and do it at his own charge too: Beſides, Cauſes 


of this Nature are left to the Management of Lay-men, who 
(as the late Biſhop of Sarum frankly owns) have © expoſed 
« the Authority of the Church, and of the Cenſures of it, 
e chiefly Excommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation; by 
„ which the Reverence due to Holy Things is in ſo great a 
« Meaſure loſt, and the dreadfulleſt of all Cenſures is now 
« become the moſt ſcorned and deſpiſed +”. To which I add, 
after a great deal of time and Money has been ſpent in pro- 
ſecuting an Offender , it is but for him to ſay he Repents, and 

ay his Fees, and he comes home, and perhaps laughs at his 
Miniſter, demands Admiſſion to the Sacrament, and muſt be 
received, though there's no more than his bare W ord, for his 
Reformation and Repentance. So that as far as I can ſee 
Diſcipline in our Dioceſes, as things now ſtand, is rendered 
altogether Impracticable. 


* See the Commination, f Preface to Paſtoral Care, 


$ Abridgment of the Hiſt. of the Retor. p. 367. 
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Con. I have but very little Lime more to ſtay with you and iv 
can't pretend to make particular Replies to the ſeveral Things 


you have mentioned, with regard to Diſcipline z and beſides, Lam 


willing to. hear the whole you have to ſay for your Noncon- 


 formity, before we part. Have you any thing elſe to offer? 


Nox. I could mention a great many other Things which I 


: 


can't like in the Church of England, if I thought there was any 
need of it. The Peoples alternate reciting the Pſalms and 


Hymns and ſome Petitions in the Prayers, I can't approve, 
their ſpeaking ſo loud being to me very diſcompoſing. The 
bowing towards the Eaſt and at the Mention pf the Name of 

eſus, when there is no ſuch Reverence paid at the Name of 

od, Yehouab, &c. which to be ſure are equally venerable, I 
will not ſay is N but it is what I could never ſee 
accounted for. The Sirting while the Epiſties are read, and 
SCauding at the Goſpels, looks as if you 1 one Part of 
the Scripture was worthy of more Reſpe& than another, 
which is a miſtaken Notion, and therefore not to be coun- 
tenanced. The Inſiramental Mafick, which is in many Places 


uſed in Divine Service, and the extraordinary Pomp of your 


Cathedral Devotion, does not ſeem ſuited to the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel, and looks too much like the Jew;fþ Worthip to be 
brought into Chriſtian Congregations. To which I can't for- 
bear adding, that the vaſt Number of Holidays which the Church 
has appointed, is an unwarrantable Intrenchment on that time, 
which God by the Fourth Commandment has allowed us for 
our own Employments, and the ſetting of them on the ſame 


foot with the Lerd's-Day it ſelf, as ſome have done “, is what 


I can't but proteſt againſt. I might take notice of ſome other 
Particulars were there Occaſion; but I think I have given 


you Reaſons enough for my Separation from the Charch of 


gland, and joining with a Society of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
However, ſince you have put me upon it, pleaſe to hear me 
a Word or two farther. | 

I am convinced (and I think on very good Grounds) that 
the Miniſters I hear are zrze Miniſters of Chriſt, and that it is 
his Will that they ſhould be employed as Labourers in his 
Vineyard. Theſe Miniſters, I am ſatisfied, are very wrong- 
Fully and anjuſtly kept out of the Church. For unleſs they 
will renounce their Ordination as null, which they dare not do; 
aſſent to this, that it is certain from the Word of God, that Chil- 
dren that are baptized dying before they commit actual Sin, are 
undoubtedly ſaved; to the damnatory Sentence in the Athanaſian 
Creed, to a Rule to find out Eaſter-day for ever, which they 
know'to be falſe; to the Miſtran/lations of the Pſalms, &c. unleſs 


* 5 _ „— ” 


* Iniroduition to Heylin's Life ef Laud, p. 14. *” 
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they will oblige themſelves to refuſe thoſe Children Baptiſm, 

whoſe Parents fcruple Sponſort, and the Sign of the Croſs, and 

ſo make the Door of the Church narrower than our Lord 

himſelf has made it; Unleſs they will keep all ſuch from the 
Communion as are not ſatisfied to receive it kneeling (which 
a worthy Miniſter ſays, be could ſooxer die at the Stake than come 

F under Engagements to do :) Unleſs they will conſent to 4 

au Perſons (except Self-Murderers Excommunicate and Un- 

| baptized) in ſure and certain Hope of the Reſurretion to eternal 
Life; and (let the deceas'd be never ſo vile and wicked) give 
God Thanks for takimg to himſelf in great Mercy, the Soul of ur 
dear Brother (or Siſter] here departed: Unleſs they will conſent 
o read the Apocryphal Writings, in which there are ſo many 
hings exceptionable (as I hinted before) and to publiſh ſuch 
Excommunications (though for never ſo frivolous and unjuſt 
Cauſes) as Lay-Chaneellors ſhall order them In ſhort, unleſs 
they will declare“ their unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to 41 
and every thing contained and prefcribed in and by the Book 
„ of Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
5 « and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church”, c. and 
IT ſubſcribe theſe Words (and that ex Animo) That the Book 
f e of Common-Prayer and of — Biſpops, &c. containeth 
A «in it #otbing contrary to the Word of God, c. and that 
h “ they themſelves will uſe the Form in the ſaid Book pre- 
& 
IT 


% ſcribed, and no other“: Unleſs they will thus declare their 
Aſſent and Conſent, and ſubſcribe as aforeſaid, they can't be 
Miniſters in the Church. Theſe are hard Terms, and ſuch as 


ne they apprehend they can't comply with without ſinning; and 
at therefore the Impo/ition of them is unreaſonable and injurions. 
we Now, I think my ſelf obliged to encourage and ſtand by an 


, injured Miniſtry, eſpecially when it is a fartber Reformation 

of they are pleading for, and in adhering to them, I reckon I 
> appear for the Cauſe of Chriſt, | 1 
ne Add to all that has been ſaid, I am fully convinc'd that no- 
thing has done more Miſchief to the Church, than that in- 
poſing Spirit which ſome are ſo fond of; for (as Biſhop Stilling- 
* feet obſerves) the main Inlet of all the Diſtractiont, Confuſions, 
aud Diviſions of the Chriſtian World, bath been by adding other 

> "| Conditions of Church Communion, than Chriſt hath done n. And 
7 if People will tamely bear all the Burthens which ſome are | 


05 inclined to lay upon them, that Chriſtian Liberty with which 
W- Chriſt has made us free, will ſoon be at an End. I will there- 


fore, as long as I live, bear my Teſtimony againſt all Inpoſi- 


tions on the Conſciences of Men; hwy fatisfied that CHriſt hath 
4 given the Church no Charter to bind Men up to more than himſelf 
2 — — — | — 
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bath done, or to exclude thoſe from her 1 who-will be admit 
red into Heaven 1. And if I ſhew my Dillike of ſuch Inpeſi- 
tions by a modeſt and peaceable Separation from a Church 
where they are pleaded for and practiſed, and join with a So- 
ciety of Chriſtians where I may ſerve God without any of 
- theſe Clogs or Incumbraxces, | think I do no more than is my 


Duty. 


put an End to our Diſcourſe for this time; only, methinks, 

would mind you of one thing, which I fancy» ſhould pre- 
ponderate againſt all you have ſaid; and that is, you involve 

our ſelf in the Guilt of Schiſ, and cut your ſelf off from the 

ody of Chriſt by your Separation. | 

Non. If this was true, Separation from your Chumehgould be 
a dreadful thing indeed, and I ſhould not have a Moment's Peace 
until I return'd to your Communion. But the Guilt of Schiſin 
has been ſo often charg'd on the Diſſenters; and they have ſo 
frequently and effectually diſcharg*d themſelves of it, that the 
Word does not appear half ſo terrible as it did formerly; 
People being grown wiſer than to be ſcared with Sounds. I 
would not have you miſapprehend me, or think that I make light 
of real Schiſin. I believe it to be a great Sin, and attended with 
many heinous Aggravations, as well as fatal Conſequences. 
But when Perſons know themſelves innocent, they can be 
call'd Schiſmaticks a thouſand times over, and be very little 
diſturb'd at it; this is undoubtedly our Caſe. As to my own 
Part, I can aſſure you I have read and confidered the ſeveral 


Texts in the New Teſtament in which Schiſzz is mentioned, 
and don't remember ſo much as one which ſays, that a bare 


Separation from @ particular Church, is Schiſm, but Uncharitable- 
neſi is plainly pointed at as the diſcriminating Badge of Schi/- 
pnaticks *, and in this lies the proper Malignity of the Sin we 
are ſpeaking of. This Uncharitableneſs (if I know any thing of 
my own Heart) is what I can't charge my ſelf with. Indeed I 
can't, in every Particular, fall in with your Sentiments, nei- 
ther can I apprehend it my Duty, as Things are at preſent cir- 
cumſtantiated, to worſhip God in your Way: But I heartily 
love thoſe of the Eſtabliſument, and have a ſincere Affection for 
all Chriſt's Followers: I greatly value thoſe Miniſters of the 
Church, who are faithful in their Work, and live up to their 
Character. I rejoice in the Succeſs of their Labours, and eax- 
neſtly wiſh thoſe Things out of the way which occaſion our 
Separation. God is my Witneſs that I eſteem ſober, conſci- 
entious Conformiſts as highly as any of our own Society, am 


ready to do any Chriſtian Offices for them, and deſire and en- 


— 


m Ibid, F Mr, Henry's Broef Enquiry, and Mr. Tong! Defence of it. 
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deayour to live peaceably with them and all Mankind. If after 


all this, you will avow the Charge of Schiſm againſt me, you 
mult either aſſert, that there may be Schiſm where there is no 
Uncharitableneſs, which is a ContradiQion to the Scripture No- 
2104 of it, ot elſe that I am aucharitable notwithſtanding all 
my Proteſtations to the contrary, by which you ſet up for a 
Judge of my Heart, and fo uſurp God's Prerogative, which I 
believe you have too much Humility to do. | 
As to our being cut off from the Body. of Chrift, it is what 
the beſt Men of your. Church dare not think or ſay of us; 
and the Opinion of others is not much to be regarded. If you 
pleaſe to conſult the Scriptures, you will find that all who are 
by Faith united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , are living and real Mem- 
bers of his Body myſtical: Or (in plainer Words) that all ſin- 
cere Chriſtians, however they may differ in their Opinions and 
Modes of Worſhip, are of the Catholic Church, which is cal- 
led Chris Body. If you will therefore ſay, that all who 4iſ- 
ſent from the Church of England, are cut off from the Body 
of Chriſt, the Conſequence of this unchatitable Principle is, 
either that Perſons may be true Chriſtians, and not be Mem- 
bers of ChriſPs myſtical Body, which is an Inconſiſtency; or that 
no Diſſenter can be a true Chriſtian, which I think few Mens 
Conſciences will ſuffer them to'affirm. 


Con. God forbid I ſhould be fo ancharitable as to think or 


ſay, that a Diſſexter can't be a Chriſtiav. But is it not great 
Pity that we don't all of us ſerve God the ſame Way ? For 
my Part, I don't ſee how the Unizy of the Church can be main- 
tained, without a Uniformizty in Worſhip. 

Non. You think it's Pity, that we don't all of us ſerve God 
the ſame Way. But can you ſuppoſe this is to be expected 
in the preſent State of things? The Make of Mens Minds, 

ou know, is very different, we don't ſee Things in the ſame 

ight, neither are our Underſtandings all of the ſame Size; 
ſo that you may as well hope to have all Mens Faces alike, 
as their Sentiments. But I do not ſee how the Unzzy of the 
Church is concern'd in this. Chxrch-Unity (as far as I have 
any Notion of it) conſiſts in Chriſtian's being united by Faith to 
Chriſt their Head, and in a fincere and cordial Love to one another. 


Or, (according to Dr. Wh:tby) in their havingrthe ſame Spirit of 


Chriſt communicated to them; which undoubtedly they may 
have, tho” they differ in their Opinions and Modes of Worſhip. 


I had no need to tell you, that your Cathedral Devotion is 


managed in a quite different Manner from that of the Pariſp- 
Churches; that many of your own Canons are diſuſed, not on- 
ly by the Laity but by the Clergy too, notwithſtanding the ſo- 
lemn Obligation they are under to ad in Conformity to them; 
that ſome of the very Doctrinal * of the Church = mY 
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'deny'd and preach'd againſt by many of your moſt celebrated 
Miniſters, after a deliberate Subſcription of them; and that the 
Epiſcopal Clergy and their Hearers in North- Britain, are Sepa- 
ratifts from the Ae dee Church there, and yet you don't think 
that Church-Unity is broken on any of theſe accounts : And 
why ſhould Diſſenters who hold the ſame Articles of Faith you 
do, and differ from you only in the i of Religion, 
be thought ſo criminal? Beſides, if the CJuity of the Church be 
as you ſay, at ſtake, Why are not thoſe Things removed whic 

for we reckon ſinful) you your ſelves acknowledge. to be 
but indifferent? Let the rigid Impoſers of unneceſſary and unlau- 
ful Terms of Communion clear themſelves if they are able. 
Men may talk as long as they will of Charch-Unity, and diſ- 
cover all the Warmth imaginable in the Defence of it, if at 


the ſame time they obſtinately refuſe to part with a Ceremony 


for its ſake, Standers by will conclude (and with very good 
Reaſon) that they have it not as much at Heart as they would 
make the World believe they have. K wege 

Con. But methinks, in Compliance with the Lau, you 
ſhould join with the Eſtabliſhment, Obedience to Rulers, be- 
ing. as much a Chriſtian's Duty as any one thing in the New 
re | 

Non. We are as much for Obedience: to our Ralers, as any 
of our Brethren, knowing that our holy and excellent Religi- 
on teaches us to be ſo. As to the Power of Civil Governors, 
whether it extends to Matters purely conſcientious, and which 
the Good of the State is. no way concern'd in; it is what I 
don't for the preſent pretend to determine; neither have I any 
Occaſion to put the Queſtion, Whether if I ſhould be requir'd 
at any time to do that which I believe would be ſinful, I ought 
to obey God or Man. At preſent there is no Law which re- 
quires our Conformity to the Church of England, the Act of To- 
leration (which we are very thankful for, and ſome ſo much 
envy us) having granted us a; Liberty of worſhipping God ac- 
cording to the Pickates of our own Conſciences; ſo that we 
don't jn the leaſt offend againſt the Legiſlature by our Non- 
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conformity. 
Con. After all, you are Diſturbers of the Publick Peace, and 
ſhew your ſelves Enemies to the Tranquillity of the Nation, 
by ſeparating from us. Remember the laſt Civil War. 
Non. What the old Calumny over again! J aſſure you, Sir, 
this js a charge I did not in the leaſt expect, eſpecially at ſuch a 
zime as this. I know it has been the cry for ſeveral Years, 
that the Presbyterians are Kebels, King-Hillers, &c. that they 
were the Occaſion of the Civil War in the time of Charles the 
Firſt, brought that Prince to the fatal Block, and involved the 
Nation in thoſe Confuſions and Miſeries gy 
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Confidence enough to renew ſuch a 
I the more wonder at it when I conſider that they have Cou- 
rage enough to do it aw Pray, Sir, deſire your Conformin 


\ 
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during that Reb elliovw. But methinks when the falſhood of 


theſe Accuſations has been ſowabundantly manifeſted, and it 
has been made appear ſo lately en from my Lord Clarendon 


himſelf, as well as other Hiſtoffans) by a very judicious Wri- 


ter and Reverend Miniſter of ours“, that the unhappy War 
you reproach us with, began upon a Civil, not a Religions 


account, that thoſe who firſt engaged in the Parliament Quar- 


rel, were Perſons well Der with Biſhops and Liturgy, that the 
Pre sbyterians oppoſed King Charless Death, and in a Printed 
Paper, ſubſcribed by many Miniſters Names, proteſted agaipſt 
that barbarous AQ, c. it's EY that any ſhould have 

harge againſt us, and 


Brethren, to lay their Hands upon their Mouths, and to be fi- 
lent on this Head. Did you ever hear that thoſe who were 
concerned in the horrid Defign of Aſaſſinating the late glori- 
ous King Wilkam were Diſſenters, or that any among us have 
been endeavouring to defeat the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which un- 
der God, is our only Security ? Of all thoſe who have been 
Try'd in our ſeveral Courts of Judicatare for promoting Riots 
and Tumuler, Demolifhing Meeting-Honſes, Curſing King George 
and his Adminiſtration, Drinking the Prezender's Health, In- 
lifting Men for his Service, and providing Arms for the dithg- | 
ing kim in, can you mention one that belonged to a D- 
ſenting Congregation ? Were the Oxford Riotert, the Priſoners 
taken at Pofhew, or thoſe who have ſince continued in Arms 
againſt the preſent Excellent Government, Presbyterians? No. 
ut Fourteen of my Lords the Biſbops have told you that 
ſome who have valued themſelves, and been too much valued by o- 
thers for a pretended Zeal for the Church have joined with Papiſts 
in theſe wicked Attempts ar and ſeveral Men in Holy Orders, Mi- 
niſters of the Church of England, and who had abjured the Pre- 
tender, have been prevailed on, and procured, to Accompany, 
Countenance, and Abet the ſaid moſt - rp Enterprize, and to 
pray for the ſaid Pretender in the Publick Churches as King f 
theſe Realms}. To which I add, that ſeveral of the Rebe 
who have been brought to Juſtice, and puniſhed according to 


| their Deſerts, have declared in their laſt Moments that they 


died in the Communion of the Church of England. 
Con. Come good Sir, no more of that; I am heartily ſorry 
that any who pretend to be Chareb men ſhould be engaged in 


ſo wicked a Deſign; and thereby bring ſuch a Reproach on 


their Holy Mother, who looks upon it as her Glory that ſhe 


9 Mr. Withers m his Truth try d, Part 2. 

See the Declaration of the Arch. Biſhop, &c. | 

t See Articles of Impeachment of High-Treaſon againſt James Earl of Derwent- 
water, Cc. 
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ſome of their Number. Therg's no Queſtion 10 be made, 
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| part of the Church of — are Loyal to King George,'and 
* utter Enemies to Exp Arbitrary Power, tho? Te the 

Honourable Houſe o FE have obferved in theit late 
. '- incomparable Addreſs) ſome pipteing.on walanited Obedience, 
=. - have ſtirred apa Rebellion agaimſt his, Majeſty-'., Bot when you 
1 talk of Diſſenters diſturbigs the publick Page, you could nat 
nt expect to bear ho wy Wem den e to their E 
'Y | verlaſting Reproach be it Ipaken). are pngrazefal: 1 0 


4 have done — * utmoſt to involve their Countrey in 5 
* {auth Confufion' while ht e 8 1 — 7 they art 


en -03 e 


e. een end the eben all; his 
Adherents. 

3% "+ Methinks you: ers warm; by but 1 mp6 ed 
3 an't.tell how to blame yo what. you, hay 

"% ie "hall be conſidered a8 ſoon- a3 | — 4 litt le Lale 
x IPs: ſome 2 other L e —.— 5851 the reſult of my og 
| | Thoughts... But I B's en od be with vou. ES * 
Won. Aud with you, Sr, .l Haut Ted 

and mak 2 5 1 5 walk H Home. ts e 2 * or 


* d * 


* 


ww 


* n 
. : * * 
LET » " * 1 8 * * » "i 

* 4 1 
* * * . * 

1 * 98 þ ys 4 " 8 as) 
ET | of " +. ome | A 
. — - * 3 5 5 a.” - 2 »- - * . 1 * - 5 ©. * = 

* 
* = i R " „ 7 = * , 
, ns. A W x7 4 — W 3 by | "4b k 
— 1 - 3»... * g 3.4 ” ; — = I's] w . 9 8 6 = | * * n f , * 
2 - we " 

* * * - * % % " 

N . | f 413 1 8 rn IH 
Fy p * — 4 4 * 2 . n g a# + F o — wr . #& jF43 $ 9 o 2 W SF „ „ 

d — _ . 
* * 0 n % ji . - o 
Y ” us #4 I A . f, # $ 46th. * , 
i 4 * - * 2 «x as \ + * 1 N 6 N 
. 9 % : 


V4 WAD.s 


1 "I . f . 
5 4+» | , 
2 CITE 
eZ 
* 9 25 
1 7 - 
L E © 4 
+ | n f 
_ * | » p ( | 
N | } nie 
4 13 . . — 1 
- » 1 i . , 
w 4 . fr. ry _ = -. EF? Fg * $4.4 41 
* N a. £303 f; 18 1 Av. * — 3 2 [+ 
45 F ; 2 $5.4 
8 4 1 5 8 &* — 6 25 . . Ee * L 71 
— — — men Mt. — * — 
2 0 7.% 
% 3 » IS 1 
een e 
3 1 - 
. em {i 
at ia 


